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Professional Experience:
Professionally, I'm a Sr. Director of Product Strategy and Development at a large financial 
services firm.  In this role, I’m responsible for looking at both the business, industry and 
competitive markets to understand what is evolving, how and why.  Based on information 
gathered, my team and I create and executes 3-5 year initiatives that will ensure our 
competitive advantage over other firms.  How can this translate to hockey as a board 
member?  My ability to work within a team to understand long term growth and execute 
competitive plans can assist STMYHA now and into the future development of their hockey 
program.  Hockey as a game has evolved and our approach also needs to take that into 
consideration as we look ahead.

Volunteer Experience:
Specifically, within hockey, I have been a volunteer coach for the past 7 years.  The previous 
three years have been in the STMA Association coaching both boys and girls.  Prior to joining 
STMA, I started coaching in the Buffalo association for four years.  Outside of association 
hockey I have coached in various off-season leagues in the past and this summer I'm 
coaching girl's AAA at the 10U level.  In addition to coaching, I have officiated for the past 25 
years across Minnesota from the Mite to High School to the College levels.  As the number of 
officials has continued to decline, I've started doing mentoring to help a younger group get 
more involved.

In addition to my on-ice volunteering, I have been the tournament coordinator of the 
association for the past two years in a non-voting board role where I have been able to get a 
close-up view of how the association has been run. 

Why I am the best candidate for this position:
To have a successful association for the long-term, you need to have board members that are 
levelheaded, objective, willing to look at new approaches and ultimately make fact-based 
decisions that are in the best interest of the group.  That doesn't mean it's always the popular 
short-term decision - and that's what I do on a regular basis in my day job.  

 



Decisions, discussions, debates and healthy arguments should always be done with a 
mindset of "How will this help the kids?" and while I don't believe that a board should 
always agree, they do need to work as a group and together advocate for what's best.  Not 
what's best for this year, this group of kids, or the boys vs. girls but for the next 3-5 years.  
Having both a boy and girl in the association and with "B" and "A" level, I can bring a full 
view perspective of a STMA parent and coach to the discussions to help ensure everyone is 
represented.

More broadly, I believe that my extensive perspective of hockey, across all levels, allows me 
to have a broader lens to which I can see the effectiveness of which various associations are 
running on the ice, as well as how they function off the ice and in the off season.  The 
perspective of player, coach, officiator and father of current players has made it clear to me 
that an active, knowledgeable and consistent youth hockey program is the key to the long-
term success of our kids.  All of our kids!

I understand the benefits and drawbacks of being in D5 - both for the boys and girls.  Like 
any hot issue, there are things that we can control as an association and there are things that 
we may be able to better advocate for on behalf of the association.  If we don't advocate and 
question what we want to improve, nobody else will.  In addition to being an advocate, I 
believe in being more transparent for those that are interested in understanding the broader 
implications and considerations for the association.

About myself and my family:
While it seems like most things revolve around hockey, I do enjoy sitting back and watching 
my kids play lacrosse and soccer.  Outside of sports, I enjoy being at the cabin, on a lake or in 
the boundary waters where we can just relax and enjoy being outside as much as possible.

My wife Jill works at STMA High School as a Social Worker.  Wyatt is 12 and will be a 2nd 
year PeeWee next year.  Natalie is 10 and will be a 2nd year 10U player next season.

Closing:
I appreciate you reading through this and considering me to represent the 
association.  I hope you take the time to consider everyone and vote for the 
best candidate that you think can help the association moving forward.  If 
you have any questions, please reach out to me.  Thanks
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