
Boulter Tournament RULES AND REGULATIONS

Registration Policy

Deposit is due at time of registration and full payment is due 30 days before the start of the tournament.
Tournament spots will not be guaranteed if fees are not paid accordingly.  If your team must withdraw 
from the tournament, refunds will only be given if it is within 45 days from the start of the tournament we
are able to find a replacement team.

In the interest of fair play and the enjoyment of all teams, your team may be moved to a different 
division based on your competitive strength.  Furthermore, we reserve the right to remove your team 
from the tournament (with a full refund) if your competitive level is dramatically different from the other 
teams in your division.

Mite Divisions

All divisions will play Half Ice Games consistent with the mandate for Half-Ice play by USA Hockey

The Rules below may be adjusted by the Tournament Director and Tournament Committee to enhance 
the player's enjoyment of the game. Changes will be posted and/or all teams participating notified as 
they occur. Tournament Rules will apply unless otherwise modified below.

1. Teams: All teams will follow the USA Hockey Guidelines, all teams with team sizes to follow USA 
Hockey Guidelines of 9 to 14 players (max 16) and it is strongly suggested that multiple players be 
allowed to play Goalie.  

2. Games:Four Half-ice/Mite teams will play on one sheet of ice with 2 teams playing against each 
other on each half of the ice surface. The games will be played as 5 on 5 plus goalie. No double-shifting
of players is allowed if sufficient players (11+) exist for 2 lines.  

3. Referees:There will be 1 referee per Half-Ice game (two referees will be scheduled per game ice 
sheet).When an infraction of the rules occurs, the referee will immediately send the guilty player to the 
bench and the play will continue until the next buzzer. (The player can return for their next scheduled 
shift.) Face offs are only performed at the start of each period of play. After each shift, the referee is to 
secure the puck and toss to far boards, halfway between the bench doors to encourage a race for the 
puck as the teams shift. After a goal, frozen puck or at the discretion of the referee, the puck is 
retrieved by the referee and placed behind the net for a breakout. The opposing team should skate 
back toward mid-ice so that the breakout can begin cleanly. The referee is not to put the puck in play 
until the defensive team has fully retreated.  

4. Time & Score Keeping: Line changes are made every 1.5 minutes on a buzzer run by a timekeeper. 
Game play will consist of two periods, each with 21 minutes of running time. There will be a 1 minute 
time-out between periods. Teams will be permitted 3 minutes of ice time to warm up before game play 
begins. The score for one half-ice game will be kept on the electronic scoreboard nearest the half-ice 
game and a scorekeeper for the other half-ice game will be stationed in each penalty box who will post 
a visible score in minimum 10 inch digits. No individual player statistics will be kept. A team will be 
awarded two points for a win.

5. Championship Games: Championship games will be played Half-Ice with no time-outs. Tournament 
tie-breakers will be utilized, if necessary, to determine rankings after round robin play.

* If a player is injured, game clock will continue to run. Game play will continue on other half of ice, 
game play will stop, with no make-up of time, on the half where the injury occurs. Coaches of each 
team are permitted to keep their players on for the next shift should an injury occur during a shift.

Squirt, Pee Wee, Bantam and Midget Divisions

Administration



All rules established and published by USA Hockey and NYSAHA shall apply except as modified 
herein: 

The Zero Tolerance Policy will be in effect for all games in order to maintain the integrity and the intent 
of USA Hockey. 

All Coaches MUST be completely credentialed and cleared (Not redlined) on your roster to be allowed 
on the bench at any time.  A maximum of (4) certified coaches will be allowed on the bench per game.

Teams must be prepared to take the ice at least fifteen (15) minutes prior to the scheduled start of each
game. No players shall be on the bench unless they are in uniform.

Only (4) coaches and (20) players listed on the roster will be allowed on the bench. NO PLAYER sitting 
due to a Game Misconduct or Match Penalty is allowed on the bench. Injured Players must wear a 
uniform (jersey) & helmet and be listed on the roster to be on the players bench. 

The format for the tournament shall be Round Robin Play. Each division will declare a champion.  The 
top two teams in each division will play for the championship.  

Whenever possible, the home team (as selected by the tournament director) shall wear white or light 
sweaters. The visiting team shall wear black or dark colored sweaters.

Only regulation equipment, as established and published by USA Hockey, shall be worn for all games. 
Mouth guards shall be worn by Pee Wee age players and above.  

Point Format

• All divisions shall use the “Five (5) point System” during Round Robin Play. Five (5) points are 
awarded per game as follows: Two (2) points for a win, One (1) point for a tie, and one (1) point for 
each period won. Half (1/2) points will be given for a period that ends in a tie. 

Round Robin Tie Breaker

Only games played will be used in determining tie breakers. Ties shall be broken as follows: 

1. Head to head game play between tied teams. 

2. Goal Differential: Total goals scored minus goals allowed in round robin games, a maximum 
of six (6) goals shall be awarded per game 

3. Fewest goals allowed overall in round robin play

4. Coin Toss

Game Play

Games shall be three (3) periods in length.

Period Length: 

• Squirt – each period 10 minutes 

• PeeWee – each period 12 minute

• Bantam and Midget – each period 15 minutes 

Any team that forfeits a game during tournament play shall forfeit any points for the remaining games 
scheduled in the tournament.  Furthermore, any team that forfeits a game will not be eligible to play in 
the championship game.



The ice shall be resurfaced only prior to each game

Any player that receives a Game Misconduct penalty for Rules 601(a), 601(d)(1), 601(d)(2), or 601(e)
(3) (ABUSE OF OFFICIALS), Rule 615 (FIGHTING), or Rule 629 (LEAVING THE BENCH) will result in 
that player being ejected for the remainder of the tournament. Any coach or player receiving two (2) 
Game Misconducts is ejected for the remainder of the tournament. Any coach or player receiving a 
Match Penalty is ejected for the remainder of the tournament.

Time Outs

1 time out per team will be allowed in the championship games only

Mercy Rule

A mercy rule will be in effect for all games, except Championship games. If six (6) or more goals 
separate the teams at the end of the second period or at any time during the third period, running time 
will commence for the remainder of the game. Should the trailing team come within three (3) goals, stop
time will resume.

Overtime

If needed, overtime will be played in cross-over and championship games only.   There will be no OT in 
round robin games.  When overtime is played, it is “Sudden Death” (the team scoring the first goal 
wins), and the game is over. OT periods will be 5 minutes in length. If after overtime the game is still 
tied a shootout will commence with 3 players from each team and then continue 1 player at a time if the
shootout is tied after the first 3 shooters.  

Officials

The host association will be responsible for scheduling officials who are qualified for each level and 
USA Hockey certified. The decision of the referees shall be FINAL! No protest will be accepted against 
the officials’ decision.

Off-Ice Officials

• The host association is responsible for providing a time keeper for each game.

• Each team will be responsible for supplying a penalty box operator for their team’s penalty box.

• If the host association is unable to provide a scorekeeper, the designated “home” team shall 
provide the scorekeeper. 

Inclement Weather Policy

If the weather forecast is calling for inclement weather please plan ahead accordingly as games will be 
played as scheduled.  No refunds will be given if teams cancel due to weather conditions.


