
What to Expect from Try-outs: 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q: Does my player need to attend try-outs? 
A: Yes, every player needs to attend try-outs to be placed on a team. If your player cannot make 
either date, please contact Coach Lemieux and Erin Lopez 
(alain.lemieux28@gmail.com, dayhasecretary@gmail.com) immediately to schedule a special 
evaluation time. 
 
Q: Does my player need to attend both days? What if my player cannot attend both 
days? 
A: The expectation is for players to attend both days, however we know that is not always 
possible. Please notify Coach Lemieux and Erin 
Lopez (alain.lemieux28@gmail.com, dayhasecretary@gmail.com) if your player can only attend 
one day. 
 
Q: Why are try-outs in the Spring vs the Fall? 
A: Durango is in a unique situation with only having ice for half of the year. With so much of the 
planning, scheduling, and work being completed over the summer for the upcoming season, 
waiting until October to assign teams is not realistic. By having try-outs in the Spring, coaches 
and mangers can be assigned, hotel blocks can be made and all of the behind the scenes logistics 
can be completed. 
Typically, players are also at their best at the end of the season versus after a long break from 
the ice. 

 
Q: What is the format of try-outs? 
A: Try-outs include a warm-up, drills, and scrimmages. 
 
Q: What components are evaluated during try-outs? 
A: Players are evaluated on skating, stick handling, shooting, positioning as well as bench 
behavior, coachability, attitude, effort and overall “game-sense.” 
 
Q: What if my player has an “off day,” will previous performance come into play? 
A: Try-outs are one large component of the evaluation process, but previous performance will 
also be considered. 
 
Q: Who will be evaluating try-outs? 
A: To keep try-outs as impartial as possible, Coach Lemieux, head coaches and other select 
coaches from outside the age group will evaluate the players. 
 
Q: Can parents watch try-outs? 
A: No, try-outs are closed to the public so the players can focus on hockey. 
 
Q: When will results be posted? 
A: Offers will be emailed to parents within 5 days of try-outs. 
 
Q: Will every player be placed on a team? 
A: Yes, every player will be placed on a team, however some players may be identified as 
developmental players. Developmental players are players that are not quite ready to travel with 
the team but will continue to practice with their peers to develop their skills. A developmental 
player can be added to the team’s travel roster at the Directors’ discretion during the season. 
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