
High school hockey players, 

 

My name is Andrew Budzinski and I am a recent graduate of a Madison area high school. 

WHOA (Wisconsin Hockey Officials Association) seminar registration opened this past 

Saturday and I am writing to you all to educate you on the benefits of working as a referee as a 

high school student. One of the biggest concerns when getting into the job is not having the time 

and availability to work games. Fortunately, through DCHOA, signing up to work is very easy 

and allows for extremely flexible hours. As an official, you will be able to pick when and where 

you would like to work, whether that be the one Sunday morning a week that you have or doing 

3 games every Saturday and Sunday from November to March. As a part time job, there is not a 

single job available that can offer the same hourly rate that being a youth official offers. Base 

pay for games starts at $32 for an hour-long squirt game, but within your first season you can 

make upwards of $70 on some select games. On average, during my senior season last year, I 

was able to make an average of $49.53 per game, while still maintaining time to focus on my 

high school hockey season in addition to balancing my school work. In addition, we are currently 

undergoing an officiating shortage in Dane county and across the state of Wisconsin, so picking 

up games is both easier and more important than ever. Without new officials like you joining the 

association, we run the risk of having to cancel more and more youth and high school games due 

to a lack of officials. In addition to the obvious benefit of the paychecks, there are a number of 

other, less spoken about, but equally important benefits. For starters, officiating provides 

additional hours on the ice skating and watching hockey. As you advance as an official, you will 

learn fast how to better predict plays and be able to move to adjust into better positioning faster, 

which quickly translates into your game as a player. In addition, there are many scholarship 



programs available for referees that can be applied for and save money down the road as you 

enter college. If you happen to attend college in a city where youth hockey is played, you also 

can very easily join the local association and continue to work and make some extra spending 

money on the weekends. Lastly, I would strongly encourage you to reach out to me with any and 

all questions you have as a prospective official. Below are links to the three organization levels 

that you will be a part of as an official. 

 

USA Hockey (National) https://www.usahockey.com/officials 

WHOA (State) https://www.wihoa.org/registration-instructions.html 

DCHOA (County) https://dchoa.org/ 

Recruiting Email: recruiting@dchoa.org 

 

Thank you, 

Andrew Budzinski 


