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Members of the Illinois West High School Hockey Clubs, 

 
Welcome to the 2024-25 season of the West Division High School Hockey League. I’m sure by now your club president has 
or will be about to cover with you all the exciting opportunities that will be made available to you and your players through 
your club and the West Division League. Even though each club within the Division has their own particular rules and 
regulations regarding play and code of conduct, we feel that that as the West Division league, we need to address a very 
important segment of the League’s Code of Conduct, the Zero Tolerance Policy towards officials and /or opposing players 
and parents. During the past season, there were more issues regarding Zero Tolerance than any season prior, and we want 
everyone associated within the West Division to understand the consequences related to Zero Tolerance infractions. Abuse 
of the officials, coaches, players, and other parents/spectators attending the game will not be tolerated! 

 

Players are expected to respect all officials on and off the ice. We have zero tolerance for abuse of the officials. We expect 
all West Division athletes to respect their teammates and other players and coaches as well. Sportsmanship on and off the 
ice is mandatory, and violations will carry stiff penalties. 

 

Any parent/spectator reported to be in violation of the Zero Tolerance Policy by way of the Officials Incident Report will face 
a hearing by their club Rules & Ethics and a minimum of a three (3) game suspension from the Illinois West League for the 
next consecutive league games of your club (not including the game of suspension). A second offense can include further 
disciplinary action up to and including season suspension for all remaining games including playoffs. Established in the 
2017-2018 Season, Illinois West imposes a monetary fine to the club with an escalation amount per incident. 

 

Fans are expected to cheer for their team in a positive manner, not use foul language towards the officials or the opposing 
team coaches, players, or parents/spectators. The officials have been instructed to do what is necessary to help eliminate 
these infractions. The expectation is that as adults, we act like adults, and set the example for all. Everything we do is for the 
players, and we want to make sure we provide for everyone's safety so everyone can enjoy the game. 

 
We know that high school hockey games are very emotional, and it is often very easy to get caught up in the drama, 
however, the league must take this stand to provide the best surroundings for all our coaches, players, parents/spectators, 
and officials. We felt it necessary to address this issue at your Parents & Player meeting, so everyone is on the same page, 
and informed of the consequences of infraction of the Zero Tolerance Policy. The Zero Tolerance Policy is a must and will be 
strictly enforced by your club and the Illinois West League. This message is being delivered to everyone involved, and there 
will be no exceptions. Everyone is responsible to read, understand, and adhere to the Zero Tolerance Policy 

 

I want to personally thank you in advance for your cooperation with this very serious segment of our league rules. I wish all 

of you great success and a whole lot of fun in the new season! 

 
Best Regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Matt Hallam 

Matt Hallam 
President 

Illinois West High School Hockey League  

http://www.illinoiswesthockey.com/


 
 

 

ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY FOR SPECTATORS, PARENTS AND PLAYERS 
 

PARENTS/SPECTATORS: 
The game will be stopped by on‐ice officials when the parents/spectators displaying inappropriate and disruptive behavior 
interfere with spectators or the game. The on-ice officials will identify violators to the coaches for the purpose of removing 
parents/spectators from the spectator’s viewing and game area. Once removed, play will resume. Lost time will not be replaced, 
and violators will be subject to further disciplinary action by Illinois West and may be subject to further disciplinary action by their 
club. Any parent who is asked to leave the game for a zero tolerance violation will serve a minimum (5) consecutive league game 
suspension (not including the game of violation) and the club will be imposed a monetary fine with an escalation amount per 
incident. A second offense may include further disciplinary action up to and including season suspension for all remaining games 
including playoffs. Inappropriate and disruptive behavior includes: 

• Use of obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at any time. 

• Taunting of players, coaches, officials or other spectators by means of baiting, ridiculing, threat of violence or physical 
violence. 

• Throwing of any object in the spectator’s viewing area, player’s bench, penalty box or on-ice surface, 

directed in any manner as to create a safety hazard. 
 

PLAYERS: 

Players are expected to respect all officials on and off the ice. We have zero tolerance for abuse of the officials. We expect all West 
Division athletes to respect the officials, their teammates, opponents, and coaches. Aggressive behavior, racial slurs, and abusive 
language will not be tolerated. Sportsmanship on and off the ice is mandatory, and violations will carry stiff penalties. 
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