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IMPORTANT DATES 

De Pere Voyageur Hockey Days: 
January 10th, 11th and 12th 

 

Next Board Meeting: 
Wednesday, February 5th  

Happy Birthday: 
Jonah Brown  Jan 7 

Caleb Thom  Jan 14 

Joseph Walters  Jan 19 

Gavin Mclaughlin Jan 23 

 

DRYLAND – TIP OF THE MONTH 
This month’s Dryland tip is skating lunges. 
Developing proper skating technique is 
extremely important and can be improved at 
home with one simple exercise. Start in a full 
squat position with arms bent and hands 
touching each other in front of the chest. 
Feet shoulder width apart and then extend 
one leg like a stride (act like you're on the 
ice), and recover your foot back to the 
starting position without standing up or 
dragging the foot. Repeat with opposite leg 
and given number of repetitions. Short 
choppy skaters don't fully extend their stride 
and typically find themselves standing up 
when recovering the leg. Perform your 
lunges in front of a mirror so you can 
actually see and hold correct form. Give 
them a try and feel the "burn". 

 

Squirt A Home Tournament: 
January, January 17 - 19  

SWEET HOCKEY  
Many ask, what's the most 
important pass in Hockey? Most 
coaches would suggest that it is 
the first pass out of the defensive 
zone. If you can't connect and 
make the first pass you will 
struggle to break out and find 
yourself playing a lot of hard 
minutes inside your own zone. 
Quick transitions are key 
elements in hockey and the first 
pass is one of the most 
important. Increase the likely 
hood of making a good first pass 
by developing your stick handling 
skills through our Sweet hockey 
training tab. 10 minutes a day 
can provide huge results. 

 

 

 

 

 

This weekend is designed to give families an opportunity to watch De Pere Youth 

Hockey teams at all levels as they take on opponents from Green Bay and Appleton. 

The festivities will begin with two games on Friday night, continue through Saturday 

and will finish on Sunday.  Note:  Saturday’s schedule will include both JV and Varsity 

Voyageur high school games in the evening with our Mites showing us their stuff 

between periods at the Varsity game.  Saturday night is also Jersey Night.  Free 

admission to any De Pere Youth Hockey player wearing their jersey. 

Weekend highlights to include: 

 Team hot dog eating contest 

 Free cookies and popcorn 

 Family Open Skate  

 And a lot of HOCKEY!   

Please view the schedule on our website home page. 

Reminder:  This weekend holds opportunities 

to fulfill your 2013-2014 season volunteer 

credits.  To view those opportunities, visit the 

Volunteer page on our website.  Use the De 

Pere Voyageur Hockey Days link. 
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HAT TRICK FOR HUNGER 

The high school team will be 

collecting cans to donate to 

the De Pere Christian  

Outreach Food Pantry at St.  Anne's Church 

during their annual Hat Trick for Hunger 

Campaign on Jan. 14th when they take on the 

Neenah Rockets. Free admission to the JV 

and Varsity games will be granted with a 

donation of three non-perishable food items.  

 

IF AT FIRST YOU DON’T SUCCEED, 

LISTEN TO YOUR COACH. 
~ UNKNOWN 

Hat Trick For Hunger: 
January, January 14th  

1ST ANNUAL 

 
January 11-13, 2014 

De Pere Ice Arena 

link. 

 

http://depere.pucksystems2.com/page/show/918312-volunteer-
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SQUIRT A 
SUBMITTED BY:  WENDY FOTH 

The Squirt A team traveled to Mosinee for a tournament the weekend of 

Dec.14-15th.  We managed to win some games, get some patches, bring 

home some hardware, eat a lot of hot dogs and have a fantastic time!! 

Congratulations to the squirts on taking second place, to Isaiah Johnson on 

his shut-out and to Grady Coppo and Tanner Newton on their hat tricks. The 

team and fans also won the hot dog eating contest by consuming over 60 

hot dogs that weekend! 

SQUIRT B 
SUBMITTED BY:  SARAH BUTRYMOWICZ 

Following the strong leadership of their coaching staff, the Squirt B’s have had a 
December of hockey to remember.  At approximately halfway through the 
season, the team is close to 0.500 at 7-9-1.   

The month of December started with a large position change on the Squirt B 
team.  In order to allow the boys to experience other positions and hone other 
skills, coach Bill Nusbaum swapped the majority of the offensive player to 
defense, and vice versa.  The first test of the new positions (12/8) came on a 
rematch of our local rivals, the Green Bay Bobcats, who had defeated our B 
team early in the season 1-12.  Although De Pere was defeated again, this time 
the boys clawed back from a four point 3rd period deficit to finish with a 4-5 
score.  They really made those Bobcats nervous!   

Notable players of the month include Drew Thom, George Streckenback, Billy 
Nusbaum, Jonah Brown and Bergen Wagner who all scored goals from their 
new positions.  The team has also been continuing to have outstanding 
performances between the pipes from their “squadron” of goalies including 
Camden Nordeen, Mitchell Auguston, AJ Butrymowicz, Preston Winkler, Sam 
Thompson, and John Merkatoris. 

 

MITES 
SUBMITTED BY:  CARISSA NUSBAUM 

The mites have started out their season with a strong showing in all levels at 

three cross ice jamborees during December.  With much anticipation they 

traveled to Oshkosh for their first away game of the season.  This was followed 

up by two cross ice jamborees at home.  Thanks to everyone who helped out to 

make the home events a huge success.  

We are looking forward to our next away events in Shawano, Manitowoc, and 

Waupaca along with one more home event.  Everyone is also excited to show 

off their skills between periods during Hockey Days. 
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BANTAM A 
SUBMITTED BY:  JANE JOHNSON 

December started off on a high note for the Bantam A team, winning two games at 

home against Waukesha's Bantam B team.  Unfortunately, they lost a very 

challenging road game at Elmbrook the next day.  Then, we were off to the first 

tournament of the season, in Oregon, WI.  The team faced Oregon in their first 

game and came up on the short end of the stick, losing 4-1.  That didn't get them 

down though, and they came out on top of Oshkosh in the second game 8-

1.  Sunday's tournament match-up had them playing Southwest for 2nd place 

overall.  It was a great match-up, but unfortunately all of the 3rd period efforts 

couldn't hold off their opponent, and they lost 4-3. December wrapped up with a 

couple of tough losses to Waukesha's Bantam A team at home.  The team is 

looking forward to getting the New Year off to a great start with full weekends of 

hockey scheduled in January. 

  

 

PEE WEE B 
SUBMITTED BY:  SHELLY WEGAND 

The PeeWee B team started off December 
with energy and excitement. With a 7-1-1 
December, the team played great 
hockey.  Our goalie had a shutout against 
Mosinee at Home and we had some Hat 
Tricks and Playmakers as well this 
month.  We played a good 2 games at 
Waupaca, lost the first one 4-6 and won the 
second one 5-4 in the last minutes of the 
game.  What a great game to watch, the kids 
played hard and were able to send the puck 
flying one more time into the net to take the 
win.  The team is really coming together with 
some super passes and teamwork.  Our 
coaches are putting them through some 
great practices and they seem to be paying 
off with some great passes, teamwork and a 
little fun during practice as well, like jumping 
rope.  January looks to be a full month for us, 
with some good match ups. 
 

PEE WEE A 
SUBMITTED BY:  AUDRA NEUMAN 

The Peewee A Team had 4 games for the month of December.  With Fond du Lac joining us on 

our home ice the game ended in a tie. Score 3-3 with a total shots on goal 24-24. We headed 

down to Sheboygan with the game also ending in a tie. Score 4-4 with a total shots on goal 21-

21. Down to Fox Valley they cleaned us up...we are looking forward to our rematch!! A couple 

days before Christmas we swung down to Appleton for a win 8-4 with Mason Paul earning a Hat 

Trick!  The Peewee A Team consists of the following young men front row; Hogan Anderson, 

Charlie Eggers, Timmy Geocaris, Charlie Wied, Mason Paul, Quinn Carter, Alec Kloehn, Gabe 

Andrews back row; Jack Dose, Grant Tritabaugh, Coach Tony Wied, Coach Carl Ekstrom,  HS 

Assistant Janne Rukamp, Dylan Abbey, Aidan Neuman. A great matchup coming up will be "De 

Pere Hockey Days" Saturday, January 11th vs Green Bay game time 3:00pm, see you there! 

 

BANTAM B 
SUBMITTED BY:  JERRY FRANKLIN 

The Bantam B team thru the end of December has a record of 

5 – 8 – 2, playing in some pretty close games during the month 

of December.  Jay Leiterman, Riley Kelley and Trevor Sullivan 

earned Hat Trick Patches, Jay Leiterman earned a Playmaker 

Patch and Noah Gould earned a Zero Patch during the month 

of December!!!  The schedule for January is a pretty busy one, 

with their first tournament of the season coming up on 

January 10 – 12 in Baraboo. 
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 My wife Michelle and I have 3 kids Joshua, Isaac and Grace.  Joshua and Isaac both 
 skate with De Pere and are on the Pee Wee B team.  Grace skates with GB U10 Girls. 

I am employed as a Unix Administrator for WS Packaging Group.  What is a Unix Administrator  

you ask?  A computer GEEK – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unix.  

I played organized hockey for 14 years.  My youth hockey career started with playing Mites with 

Allouez Youth Hockey.  It was then that I had a coach tell my mom “sell his skates, he’ll never play hockey”.  Well, I continued on 
playing Squirts with Allouez followed by playing Pee Wee and Bantam for De Pere Youth Hockey, high school hockey at 
Premontre High School, Juniors – NAHL, SJHL, MNJHL and D3 College at St. Mary’s University (one year).  Currently I play in an 
‘old timers’ league on Sunday nights.  My favorite NHL team is the Chicago Blackhawks, I’ve been a fan for 30 years.  It’s great to 

see them finally winning. 

My favorite memory as a hockey player is making the USA Select 16 team and playing in Lake Placid New York on the  
1980 Olympic hockey rink.  As a coach, I enjoy watching a team mold together as the season especially at the Squirt and Pee Wee levels.  An 
embarrassing hockey moment would be anytime I’m playing hockey.  I’m not very good.   

Game Day – My favorite locker room song is the Scorpions, Rock you like a hurricane and I have a superstition in which I have to tape my stick heal to 
toe and then big loops back to heal.  A couple of fun facts about me, I have had dogs named Chelli (After Chris Chelios), Hat Trick, and Rookie.  And, I 
have a 32 second hat trick thanks to my teammates Willy Frericks and Pete Hermes. 

COACHES CORNER 

 My wife Carey and I have 2 great kids Carly (12) and Corey (10).  Corey is a second year Squirt playing on the A team 
 and Carly, as her t-shirt says, has no life ‘cuz her brother plays hockey.   

I am employed at Aramark Uniform Services as a Direct Sales Executive covering Wisconsin,  

Minnesota, North Dakota and the UP of Michigan.  So needless to say, I do quite a bit of  

traveling for work. 

I started playing hockey at the age of 6 here in De Pere.  I actually played my first season  

outdoors at Legion Park while the De Pere Ice Center was being built.  I played my entire youth career at De Pere and 

graduated in 1984.  I then moved to Milwaukee to go to UWM and started playing in the Wisconsin Classic Men’s League 

until we moved back to De Pere in 2001. I stopped playing later that year when Carly was born.  

I have many memorable moments from playing hockey.  I was a member of three State Championship teams, twice as a  

Midget (’82 and “83) and once on the Varsity team in ’83.  I was selected to the Senior Class tournament and played on the same team as Dave Brud 

who now coaches on the PeeWee B team. 

This is my third year of coaching and I truly enjoy working with the kids and watching their progress throughout the year.  As a coach, I hope to instill 

in the kids the same love of the game that I learned growing up in De Pere and playing youth hockey.  

 My wife Carissa and I have been married for 11 years.  We have 3 kids, Billy (9) who is a Squirt, Ben (6) who is a Mite, 

 and Abby (4) who hasn't decided if she really wants to follow her brothers onto skates.  

I started playing at age 6 while my family lived in Lakeville, MN.  (If you didn't play hockey in Minnesota you were the odd 

kid.)  I played there for two years until we moved to De Pere when I started playing for DPYH.  I played 3 years for De 

Pere, until we moved to Northern Virginia before I started 6th grade.  I was the only kid in my grade that played hockey 

out there so we had to drive an hour each way just for practice.  It was sometimes more depending on Beltway traffic.  

For games we would travel as far south as Virginia Beach, or as far north as New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  There were 

many overnight trips out there, since most of the trips were 3 or 4 hours each way.  Thank God my parents were willing 

to put up with that sort of travel, or my hockey career would have ended there.  As a parent, it really makes me 

appreciate the relatively easy drives we have around here.  

Just before my freshman year of High School we moved back to De Pere.  I attended Notre Dame Academy and played hockey for them.  At the time 

the NDA program was on the decline.  In fact, due to reduced numbers I played both JV and Varsity my Freshman year, many nights in back to back 

games, and we did not even have enough players for a JV team my sophomore year.  I was voted Captain for both my Junior and Senior years.  We did 

not have a lot of wins those years, but we made sure we had a lot of fun.    

In fact, one of my favorite memories as a hockey player was going to Clearwater, FL for a tournament over my Senior year Spring Break.  We took an 

all-star team from the Green Bay area down, but the core of the team was from NDA.  We would play a game in the morning a nd then spend the rest 

of the day on the beach.  One drawback, though, is that putting hockey pads on over sunburned skin is a whole new experience in pain.  I think we 

took 3rd in the tournament, but I've gotta believe our team had more fun than anyone.  

BILL NUSBAUM 
COACH – SQUIRT B 

JOHN RICHARDS 
COACH – SQUIRT A 

PETE RENTMEESTER 

COACH – PEE WEE B 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unix
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OFFICE NAME TERM EXPIRES 
PRESIDENT TONY WIED April 2014 
VICE PRESIDENT KURT EGGERS April 2015 
SECRETARY JANE JOHNSON April 2014 
TREASURER AUDRA NEUMAN April 2015 
SCHEDULER TERRI BROWN April 2014 
REGISTRAR MICHELLE PONOZZO April 2014 
ACE COORDINATOR DAVE CARTER April 2014 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR RICK KEAST April 2014 
EQUIPMENT MANAGER KURT KOSZAREK April 2015 
FUNDRAISING/VOLUNTEER CHAIR CARMEN CARTER April 2014 
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR LISA BARTELT April 2014 
HEAD COACH VARSITY BOYS JOHN COPPO April 2014 
DP  VOYAGER BOOSTER CLUB PRESIDENT BRAD REABE April 2014 

 

DE PERE YOUTH HOCKEY 2013-2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 

 

 ARE YOU A WINNER? 

Don’t forget to check your tickets 

you may be a winner! 

Click here to find out! 

 

 

 

VOYAGEUR ARTIST 

Submit your hockey artwork to dpyhassoc@yahoo.com or drop 

them in the mailbox at the De Pere Ice Center.  Each issue will 

feature submissions received. 

Adeline Neuman – Age 10 

LINKS TO ADDITIONAL READING  

10U: BENEFITS OF PLAYING DIFFERENT POSITIONS - BY JESSI PIERCE 

Ask any 10-year-old what they want to be when they grow up and you’ll likely hear them rattle off a dozen different “dream jobs.” No one 

said they have to pick one and settle on it for life. 

Just like you don’t have to decide on one career path, you don’t have to decide on one hockey position right now either. 

You Won’t Know Until You Try 

Read more… 

MY 13 SIMPLE RULES FOR HOCKEY PARENTS EVERYWHERE - BY JOHN BUCCIGROSS 

1. Under no circumstances will hockey practice ever be cancelled.  Even on days when school is cancelled, practice is still on. A game 

may be cancelled due to inclement weather because of travel concerns for the visiting team, but it would have to rain razor blades 

and bocce balls to cancel hockey practice at your local rink. It's good karma to respect the game. 

2. Hockey is an emotional game and your child has the attention span of a chipmunk on NyQuil. The hockey coach will yell a bit 

during practice; he might even yell at your precious little Sparky. As long as there is teaching involved and not humiliation, it will be 

good for your child to be taught the right way, with emphasis. 

Read the full article… 

Greggie Ponozzo – Age 10 
Orianna Ponozzo – Age 9 

http://www.charitymania.com/ticketholders.aspx
mailto:dpyhassoc@yahoo.com
http://www.admkids.com/news_article/show/315735?referrer_id=940598
http://espn.go.com/nhl/notebook/_/page/buccigross_091215/my-13-simple-rules-hockey-parents-everywhere

