The Yonkers

Tell us about your family.
Brandon, Melissa, Kobe, Kaedyn, and Alayna Yonker.       Melissa and I met at Capital University and moved back to Newark after college.  Brandon and Kobe help operate the family business, Mid City Auto Body.   Kobe is a USA Hockey Level 5 hockey coach and enjoys coaching with NIHA.   Brandon helps organize the Newark Adult Hockey League.   Melissa teaches at Newark Catholic High School.  Kaedyn is a freshman at the College of Wooster, where he runs cross country.  Alayna goes to Blessed Sacrament and loves to dance and cheer.         

How long have you been a part of this hockey community, and why?
My first experience with NIHA stretches back 30 years.   I was a Junior at Newark Catholic, and it was March when I learned that I had missed out on being a part of the club hockey team that had just started at the ice rink on Sharon Valley Road.   As a kid, I spent a lot of time rollerblading in my parents' unfinished basement with an aluminum stick, shooting tennis balls at a chalk outline of a net on a cinder block wall.    I dreamed of being a walk-on player on the OSU Men’s hockey team.   So, the shock of finding out that someone started a hockey team 5 miles from my house, and no one told me, is a feeling of shock and disappointment that I will never forget.    I immediately started thinking about playing hockey the following year.    Unfortunately, I made a decision I regret to this day.   Instead of starting something new as a senior on my own with people I didn’t know from other schools, I moved ahead with my plans to just hang out with my friends and enjoy all the things the world offered an 18-year-old in 1997.
Fifteen years later, I walked into the Lou & Gib Reese arena for the first time with my son, Kobe, to an NIHA opening-day event.   There was a nice lady there who helped me get Kobe signed up to start playing.   When I enquired about playing as an adult, I was handed the contact information of a strange person named Brett Britton.   Kobe and I both started playing hockey at the same time.   We both started late and struggled to catch up with everyone else.  Since then, NIHA and hockey have been a major part of our lives.  The lessons we have both learned through our time being a part of NIHA have been invaluable.    The connections and friendships my family has developed in the hockey community in central Ohio are some things my family greatly values.      

Tell us about how you stay involved. 
We stay involved by investing in the local hockey community and enjoying our time spent on the ice, no matter what form that takes.  

What do you like to do in your free time (if there is such a thing as free time)?
Brandon:   guitar and astronomy
Kobe: Playing hockey, coaching hockey, watching hockey.  I dabble in coaching lacrosse
Kaedyn: writing for the college newspaper, running, painting, reading, puzzles

If each member of your family could choose a superpower, what would it be?
Brandon: super speed
Kobe: super speed
Kaedyn: super speed

What does it mean to be a General?
To be a leader.    

