Where did you two meet?

Patrick: Lindsey and I didn’t meet until after we both finished college. We met in November 2006, while working together at the former Gander Mountain store in Reynoldsburg. By October of 2007, we were engaged, and we married in May 2008. To emphasize the importance the sport of hockey has had on my life, my high school hockey coach Jim Cooper was the man who married Lindsey and me. 

When did you both get involved with hockey?

Patrick: I grew up around hockey: I began playing in 1988 in Sylvania, Ohio, for the Sylvania Maple Leafs. In high school, I played four years (1997-2001) for Sylvania Northview, including three years on the varsity team. In college, I played for two years (2001-2003) on The Ohio State Club Hockey Team.

Lindsey: I had never experienced or been a part of hockey until Patrick and I met, so I’m a relatively new convert. But I jumped right in when our boys started skating, and have been in love ever since. 

How many years has Patrick been a coach?

Patrick: I began coaching in 2009 for the Hilliard JV team and coached there for three years. I then moved to Newark to serve as an assistant coach for the JV team from 2013 to 2017. I served as the head coach of the Generals JV team from 2018 to 2020, when I was subsequently named Varsity Head Coach. I also served as an assistant coach for the Denison University hockey team from 2014 to 2022. 

Other hockey career milestones? 

Patrick: 2012-13 season, won JV CBJ Cup with Hilliard. In the 2015-16 season, won the JV CBJ Cup with Newark. 2018 – finished level 5 USA Hockey coaching certification in Lake Placid, NY. 

Lindsey: Helping to coach the mini-mite team when the boys were little will always be a highlight for me. And now playing in the women’s hockey league every Sunday night is something I wish I had started earlier in life. 

What are your boys’ names, and what divisions do they plan in? 

We have two boys who have played for Newark their entire hockey lives. Benjamin plays goalie for the 14u travel Generals, and Carter plays forward and defense for the 12u travel Generals. 

Favorite flavor of ice cream? 

Patrick- chocolate chip cookie dough, Lindsey- Vanilla, Benjamin & Carter- Mint Chocolate Chip

Favorite hockey memory for the family?

Lindsey: When Patrick was coaching JV, we all went to his team’s tournament in Cleveland, in December, close to Christmas. They ultimately won the tournament in an exciting overtime shootout game. And when we got home, there was a puppy waiting for the boys as their Christmas gift. Since we were coming off a hockey high, the boys chose to name the all-black puppy, Puck. Puck has been a part of our family since that day in 2017. 

Patrick: In general, the tournament takes place in different cities. We love being able to hang out with the team, play against new teams we may not have played before, and experience what other cities have to offer.

Why is it great to be a General? 

Patrick: The word family often gets overused and feels cliché at times, but at Newark, you feel like part of a family. We met some of our closest friends at the rink because our kids played together. We regularly support each other when life gets too busy and our players need a ride. Our program is small enough that you get to know everyone, but large enough to provide all kids with ample opportunities at different levels of hockey. We also have the Lou and Gib Reese Ice Arena, a great local ice rink that has been our home since our creation 30 years ago. 

Lindsey: It’s a great feeling to be part of an organization that truly has the best interest of the kids at heart, both on and off the ice. There have been many great people who have worked hard to build the program into what it is today, and keep our small-town hockey program afloat amidst the ever-changing youth hockey landscape. I’m proud to be part of the Generals hockey family. 
