
       John & Kathi Bellotti 

       Learn To Skate Head Coaches 

        

 

Dear Learn to Skate Parents, 

 

 We would like to welcome you to the Appleton Area Hockey Association and the Learn to Skate 

program. We would also like to welcome you to hockey, the coolest, most exciting, and fastest game on 

earth. Right now, it may not seem that fast or exciting…but we’ll get there.☺ 

 This letter is to help you get to know this program and us. Kathi and I have three kids (two girls and a 

boy), all of which play or played hockey, but that’s not why we coach. We coached learn to skate for 11 

years before having children of our own. I (John) have about 25 years of coaching experience, coaching 

all levels of hockey from learn to skate to high school and serve as a youth hockey referee. Kathi has 

about 10 years of coaching experience, all at the learn to skate level. We both played hockey and enjoy 

working with kids so as our kids age out of youth hockey, we still want to be involved in the sport that 

has meant so much to us and our kids and get back to where we started coaching, at the learn to skate 

level. 

If you ever get the opportunity to head back toward the Lawrence locker rooms, you’ll likely recognize a 

name on the wall back there; I have a brother who played for Lawrence here a number of years ago. We 

also owned a hockey store for 10 years in the Waukesha area so if you ever have a question about how 

equipment is supposed to fit, please ask, we’re more than experienced in that area. 

 Our philosophy on Learn to Skate is simple: Have fun, do your best, fall down, and get back up. In 

the process we hope to teach every child as much as we can about having fun on the ice, trying to do their 

best, listening to the coach, building confidence in themselves, encouraging good sportsmanship, while 

teaching skating and hockey. We put hockey and skating last because youth sports help teach lessons 

about life and will take them further than any hockey career. 

Our hockey-related goal is to get the kids skating to a point where they have the basic skills 

needed to play hockey next year. That said...we have different goals for every child. We have a few kids 

every year where our biggest expectation is that they get to the other end of the ice without falling after 10 

weeks, where other kids our goal will be to get them to do backwards crossovers. Don’t get discouraged if 

your son or daughter is in either one of these groups as long as they have a smile on their face, are having 

fun, and can’t wait to come back next week. And this goes for the rest of their hockey career too. I’ve 

coached long enough to see the worst skaters excel by the time they’re in high school and the best skater 

fizzle out, usually due to many of the factors around specialization on a single sport. I’ve also been 

around long enough to have coached a three time Olympian and a few NHL prospects. 

We look forward to having a fun time and hope you see your son or daughter develop as we move 

forward through the year. 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

      John & Kathi Bellotti 

      920-475-7660 & 920-841-9760 

 


