Steve,

There has been a lot of discussion out there on the “rebranding of CYHA” to be in likeness with
Chippewa High school colors by individuals that do not understand what CYHA is and the commitments
we have out there. The following is what we need to understand,

1. CYHA association is a membership of youth boys’ and girls’ hockey players along with figure
skaters. These individual groups are what funds our rink and association, is not the high school
or the Steel JR hockey. The high school is a renter that pays about $45,000 a year for all ice and
use of the facility (varsity and junior varsity in both boys and girls). These players do not pay or
are required to do any cleaning, fundraising or other tasks of the day-to-day operations that
keep our facility going. The Steel JR hockey is also a renter that pays about $65,000 a year for all
ice and use of the facility along with right to sell advertising. With a budget of $650,000
annually, their part is not enough to keep the lights on but is an important part of our
association.

2. CYHA colors and logo were selected before my time but was when every team was a different
color and name. It was also when each local area had a team, Chippewa, Hallie, Pinehurst to
name a few. It was at that time they all came together and created one association and the sign
out front is from the Lake Hallie team (it those did not know). Another fact of our association is
that the South rink was built by those members which were spread out over many different
areas and school districts. As one who has gotten many sponsors for many projects, | know it is
important to let them know that we are one of many areas and how we benefit all different
types of groups. Some may say this will not change, but how do you go to a sponsor that we are
now an individual identity.

3. Backin February 2021 our current jerseys needed replacement, and we needed to order new
jersey, we sent a survey out on colors and types of jersey to order (4 different options) and well
over 50% of the 233 votes received was to go with the North Dakota pattern and the retain the
same logo. When we went out to our current sponsors to renew their support, some of the old
ones did and we had to replace some as new ones at a cost of $1,700 per team with a life
expectancy of 5-7 years. We also invested in the practice jersey thanks to Miron which will
extend the life of the jerseys we purchased. The purchase was as follows,

e 360 game jerseys at $47.00 ea. $16,920.00

e 240 practice jerseys at $31.00 ea. S 7,440.00

e Total cost of $24,360
In 2023 we created a coop with Altoona, Chippewa, Eau Claire, and Menomonie, and purchased
the following with the sponsors help.

e 166 game jerseys at $60.50 ea. $10,043.00
If we were to purchase new jersey today along with practice jerseys in this rebranding, we
would first eliminate our current jerseys that have not reached their life expectancy. This in part
due to the quality of the jersey’s we purchased and do to the fact we have practice jersey for
our players. | would anticipate that the new jerseys would be around $74.00 each and practice
jersey about $60.00 each. This would require an expense of $41,040.00 to the association or
sponsors would have to pay $3,000 each or more when it is not needed.

4. The rebranding itself is individually motivated since the only one were talking about high school
boys’ hockey. The high school girls are a coop with Menomonie wearing maroon colors and
going by the Sabers, so rebranding does not account for them. The Youth boy’s hockey program
is currently green colors and going by the thunder. This group does accounts for the Chippewa
school district, but also private schools of Chippewa, Bloomer, Colfax, Cadott, and Thorp players.
So, this rebranding will not account for kids outside the Chippewa High School. The Youth girls’



The Chippewa Youth Hockey Association (CYHA) is proud to be the largest 100%
volunteer-based youth hockey organization and figure skating club in Wisconsin.
Based in northern Wisconsin, CYHA operates two full sheets of ice and serves youth and
families from Rice Lake, Barron, Chetek, Cadott, Chippewa Falls, Altcona, Eau Claire, and
surrounding communities.

We are currently in the midst of our Keeping it Cool Campaign, a critical effort to preserve
the future of our rink. This is not an expansion project—it is essential to our survival. Our
old chiller (ice plant) system is the original system, requires increasingly costly
maintenance and specialized training, and relies on a refrigerant that is no longer
manufactured due to environmental safety concerns.

Our immediate priority is to raise $1.1 million to replace the chiller system. Following that,
an additional $500,000 will fund other much-needed improvements aimed at reducing
energy use and enhancing the customer experience, bringing our total campaign goal to
$1.6 million. Any surplus funds raised will be invested in the Kids on Ice Endowment
Fund, ensuring long-term support for future facility improvements and youth programming.

As a fully volunteer-run nonprofit, we rely heavily on community partnerships and
donations to keep our rink operating and our programs affordable. We firmly believe that no
child should be left behind when it comes to learning to skate or play hockey. Your
support helps keep these kids on the ice for years to come. For many of them, hockey
makes up a major part of their busy schedules, and through CYHA they continue to
grow, develop life skills, and build friendships that truly last a lifetime.

Every contribution—large or small—makes a meaningful impact. Thank you for considering
supporting CYHA and the families we serve. As we like to say “a Kid on ice is seldom in hot
water.”



