
Fox Valley Youth Hockey Association     

The Fox Valley Youth Hockey Association (FVYHA)'s mission is to give youth ages 4 to 15 the opportunity to develop 
character, sportsmanship and teamwork skills through the sport of hockey. 

 

September FVYHA Meeting Minutes Addendum 

9/24/20 – COVID Committee met and began creating COVID policies and procedures.  

9/27/20 – President scheduled an emergency COVID Board meeting for review and discussion 
of the recommendations and draft policies and procedures from the COVID Committee.  

10/1/20 – Emergency COVID Board meeting occurred to review and discuss the COVID 
Committee’s recommendations.  

10/3/20 – A motion was put forth to the board to approve all of the following: 

• COVID-19 Policy 
• COVID-19 Policy Violation Document 
• COVID-19 Report Form 
• Cancellation of SQ-BT tryouts (and Kevin’s email communication to be sent as soon as 

final approved) 
• Offer for families to rescind their 2020-2021 registration and receive a full refund (so 

long as FVYHA is notified by 12 p.m. on Oct. 6).  

We received a total of 7 votes to approve all items in the motion, therefore the motion was 
passed.  

10/3/20 (10:31 PM) the following email was sent out to all SQ/PW/BT parents: 

FVYHA parents,  

(This email is long, but important. Please take the time to read it carefully.) 

Welcome to the crazy and wild 2020-2021 season! I am getting a lot of questions 
regarding tryouts, so I just wanted to address them to the group as our season kicks off. 

I am hopeful we can all take a step back and take a deep breath to gain some perspective. At this 
point, anything we can get out of the season will be fantastic considering COVID-19 is here 
throughout Fox Valley, and likely not going away anytime soon so please keep this in mind as 
situations arise this season that you personally may have handled differently. I'd like to thank our 
volunteers on the Board of Directors, COVID-19 Task Force, and our Coaching Committee for all 
of their time. This is a situation none of us could have prepared for, however we have spent a lot 
of time trying to make the best decisions possible for everyone in our club as we navigate through 
a global pandemic. 



So, with that being said, tryouts have been cancelled for the upcoming season. This is a 
decision that was not made lightly; this was a decision that took many, many hours to reach this 
conclusion. Protecting the integrity of the tryout process is of significant importance to all the 
leaders within Fox Valley Youth Hockey, however it was almost impossible as tryouts were 
expected to start Monday and we had a significant number of kids not able to participate due to 
COVID or forced quarantine due to exposure. We felt as those kids were set to return a number 
of other kids would likely be starting their quarantine so we were never going to have a normal 
tryout.   

This year we will be going right to team selections and getting kids into smaller team “bubbles” to 
limit their exposure at the rink as best as we can. 

All FVYHA on-ice activities are cancelled through Oct. 11. We will start team practices on Oct. 12. 

So how are we selecting teams this season? 

Teams will be selected by our coaches (past and present), led by the Director of Hockey (ACE), 
with board oversight at all levels. Coaching Committee members and last year's head coaches 
will initially place kids into teams and that information will be released on the FVYHA website on 
Wed., Oct. 7.  There may be a need for a small tryout with a few kids. If needed, we will set those 
times and communicate accordingly. We may hold a spot or two on a B team for example and 
place a couple more kids at C1 for further evaluation to start the season. However, these 
situations will be very few. The vast majority of kids in our association will be placed on Oct. 7 for 
the remainder of the season. All Fox Valley Youth Hockey rosters will be finalized by Nov. 15, 
2020. FVYHA reserves the right to move any skater from or onto any team up until Nov. 15, 
2020.   

The goal of tryouts has always been to make sure like-skilled kids are playing with and against 
like-skilled kids. That will not change this season; we will just be using a different approach to get 
there considering we are operating in a global pandemic. 

Why are we taking these measures? 

We could have never dreamed about providing a roadmap to navigate our organization through a 
global pandemic. This is an absolutely unprecedented year and we cannot extend tryouts into 
mid-November or later. Most importantly, we want to keep our kids SAFE! Putting 51 PeeWees or 
49 Squirts on the ice together for a fair tryout is just not a safe option for our club given the 
climate we are operating in. 

We feel it’s in the best interest of our club to get kids into small groups as soon as 
possible.  Teams will only practice alone on the small ice or as a team on a section of the large 
ice. Station-based Agility practices, as we have come to know them over the last few years, will 
not exist at the SQ-BT levels, at least as we start the season as a safety precaution to limit 
exposure. 

With the recent spike of COVID cases in our community there would be too many skaters out to 
ice if we did things as we have in the past. We hope we can get back there, as we feel it’s a 
successful model, but for now it’s the safest approach to limit exposure. We still remain optimistic 
that this spike will reside soon, especially as schools’ transition to virtual learning and we’re 
hopeful that we will be able to get on with a semi-normal season.   

Can I still opt my skater out of this season? 

Yes, any skater who no longer wishes to participate this season will have the option of receiving a 
full refund. Refund requests will be honored only until Tue., Oct. 6, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.  Please 
email Jason Sieg at the following email address: President@fvyha.com. After 12 p.m. on Oct. 6, 
2020, our normal refund policy goes back into effect which can be found on our website.    

mailto:President@fvyha.com
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Is there an appeals process? 

Yes, should you feel uncomfortable with the placement of your skater, please reach out to Kevin 
Grater the FVYHA Director of Hockey at ace@fvyha.com. However, the 24-hour rule will be in 
effect. After considering the situation our organization is in, my hope is that each of our families 
are just grateful we are powering through and having a season. After 24 hours has passed, if you 
still have concerns, please provide data or information in a clear and concise manner via email for 
further evaluation from our Director of Hockey and Coaching Committee. 

I am always available to discuss any questions or concerns you may have with any of our 
members at any time. 

Thank you and have a great day.   

Go Blades! 

Kevin Grater 

FVYHA Director of Hockey (ACE) 

920.216.2901 

foxvalleyblades.com 

10/5/20 – FVYHA Board hosted an optional parent Q&A virtual event for parents to join and ask 
questions regarding the COVID policies & procedures or the cancellation of tryouts and team 
placement process.  

• Questions were asked regarding the cancellation of tryouts and parents wanted 
assurance that this was not the “new” process.  

o FVYHA Board confirmed that the cancellation of tryouts was only 
approved for this (2020-2021) season. We fully intend to return to the 
multi-week tryout process that has been carefully developed and 
successful barring any extenuating circumstances in the future. IF we 
were to cancel tryouts or change the tryout process in the future, it 
would need to be discussed and voted on by the FVYHA board.   

10/6/20 – SQ-BT team placement meetings. Participants include: Coaching Committee, 
previous year coaches and FVYHA Board members (as observers to monitor discussion for 
fairness - and they were only allowed to observe if they did not have a skater in the age group 
they were observing discussions for). 

10/7/20 – the following email was sent to all SQ/PW/BT parents:  

FVYHA Parents,   
 
I wanted to send an email that initial Team Rosters from Squirts through Bantams in order to 
"bubble" off skaters within Fox Valley Youth Hockey will be posted on the website at roughly 
9:30am.  I would like to thank all board members and coaches who spent a majority of their 
evening engaging in this process.  I don't think the evening could have gone better considering 
the climate we are operating in.  We are going to play hockey safely this season and at the end 
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of the day that is all that matters as we look for some normalcy for our kids during these 
extremely uncertain times. 
 
A few things to consider as teams are posted: 
 
1) These are initial team rosters.  Per our communication over the weekend FVYHA reserves to 
right to move any skater to or from any team until November 15th, 2020.  At that time FVYHA 
rosters will be locked in and the process will begin to submit rosters to USA Hockey.  Please note 
this includes the ability to move a skater "down" a level if we feel it's in the best interest of the age 
group as a whole.  We always try to avoid that at all costs for very obvious reasons, however if 
that measure has to be taken this year there will be maximum communication from the FVYHA 
Director of Hockey regarding the reasoning.  Please note, I would suggest very little player 
movement through November 15th, we will fix large noticeable mistakes, we will not be splitting 
hairs. 
 
2) Why did we take these measures?  SAFETY.  
 
We feel it’s in the best interest of our club to get kids into small groups as soon as 
possible.  Teams will only practice alone on the small ice or as a team on a section of the large 
ice. Station-based Agility practices, as we have come to know them over the last few years, will 
not exist at the SQ-BT levels, at least as we start the season as a safety precaution to limit 
exposure.   Practice schedule will be posted for at least the next month by Friday. 
 
3) Is there an appeals process? 
 
Yes, should you feel uncomfortable with the placement of your skater, please reach out to Kevin 
Grater the FVYHA Director of Hockey at ace@fvyha.com. The 24-hour rule will be in effect. After 
considering the situation our organization is in, my hope is that each of our families are just 
grateful we are powering through and having a season. After 24 hours has passed, if you still 
have concerns, please provide data or information in a clear and concise manner via email for 
further evaluation from our Director of Hockey and Coaching Committee.  Appeals can not be 
submitted until tomorrow morning and must be received by Friday October 9th at noon.  
 
4) Teams will be posted on the website under the general age group page.  Go to Teams >> U10 
Squirts, U12 PeeWees or U14 Bantams home page for each level.  Rosters are not yet populated 
on the SQ A, SQ B specific team pages.  You'll find a PDF on the overall landing page for the 
age. 
 
Lastly, I can assure each of you that a significant amount of time, from many people, went into 
this process.  Again, I would like to thank the 20+ people who gave up their time to make sure our 
season starts as smoothly as possible. 

GO BLADES! 

Kevin Grater 
FVYHA Director of Hockey (ACE) 
920.216.2901 
foxvalleyblades.com 
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