
 
 
 
2023-2024 Elections - Nominee Bios 
 

 
 

Nominees 
 
OFFICERS:  
Vice President: 
Nick Miller 
Stacy Danz 
Secretary: 
Kammi Pelant 
Registrar: 
Stacy Dake 

 

AGE DIRECTORS:  
16U/Midget: None 
14U/Bantam: None 
12U/PeeWee: Liz Gesicki, Hannah Scholl 
10U/Squirt: Megan Czosek, Samantha Hawkinson 
6U – 8U/Mites: None 
 

  



Bios – Vice President  
 

Nick Miller 
 
Blades Families, 
My name is Nick Miller; I have been part of Fox Valley for the last 5 years. Prior to that, I grew up playing 
for Fox Valley in the early 90’s. I have enjoyed being a part of the club the last 5 years, from team 
manager, to board of directors, to also helping out and coaching. The club is on the rise and I want to 
help continue with that trajectory. With that I ask for your vote for Vice 
President. 
 
I grew up and have lived in the Fox Valley my entire life. My family currently lives in Hortonville. 
My wife and I have 4 children. 3 daughters and 1 son. My son plays hockey and is currently a 
2nd year U8. Next year he will be a first year squirt and begin playing travel hockey. My daughters spend 
a lot of their time, taking part in competition dance. So like most hockey families, my wife and I are on 
the divide and conquer plan. I have been involved in hockey my entire life. I have played since I was 6. 
Playing in this organization at that point. Appleton was soon formed and I HAD to go play there based on 
where I lived. After that I played high school for Appleton United. 
 
I know the commitment it takes to make this club run. I own and run two local successful businesses. My 
organizational skills make me a prime candidate for this position. I have so many ideas on how we can 
continue the growth of this club in a positive direction. I want to see this club continue to be beneficial 
to ALL kids across all age levels. I have met so many great people in this club and look forward to 
meeting more of you. The impact an organization like this has on a community is also important. I would 
like your support in continuing to be part of this great club in a more hands on manner. Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 

  



Stacy Danz 

My name is Stacy Danz and my family has been with the Blades organization for past 8 years. Next year 
our son will be a 1st year bantam and our daughter, who loves goalie and has turned me into a goalie 
mom, will be a 1st year peewee. Every year is a new adventure and I love watching them play and grow 
every season. 

My husband and I are very active in the Blades organization. My husband helps coach both our 
children’s hockey teams and we have tag teamed the club’s Introductory Hockey Program together for 
the last 5 years. My husband, as the IP director, and myself as the equipment manager and a coach. 
Together we have continued to grow this program and provide a fun introduction to hockey for new 
families. I have also been a member of the Blades New Member Committee for the last 3 years and was 
the tournament director for the Peewee C2 State Tournament last year.  Additionally, I am the SCHEELS 
representative directing the Try Hockey for Free program in our area, and have been coordinating that 
program, with AAHA and FVYHA, for the last 7 years. I love being involved with our youngest skaters and 
helping them to experience the sport for the first time. My favorite part is when the initial hesitation 
turns to pure enjoyment. The smiles make all the volunteer time worth the extra effort. 

I am running for vice president this year because I want to continue to give back to the organization. I 
love this club and have always praised it for its culture and family environment. There is nothing like a 
hockey family! I believe hockey, like all sports, provides an opportunity for participants to develop 
friendships and learn life skills such as communication, hard work, teamwork, and leadership. I want to 
continue to provide the best environment for all our skaters to learn and grow both on and off the ice. I 
feel my position at SCHEELS has prepared me to take on the task of vice president. Working at SCHEELS 
has provided me with 20 years of leadership experience. My responsibilities include, customer service, 
training, coaching, mentoring, project planning, project management, budgeting, expense management, 
scheduling, inventory control, logistics, risk reduction, loss prevention, human resources and marketing. 

After the hockey season you can find me cheering my kids on at the lacrosse field, coaching softball, 
coaching soccer with my husband, and kayak camping with the family. 

Thank you for your consideration 
 

 

  



Bio - Secretary 
 

Kammi Pelant 
 
 
Hello Fox Valley Blades families~ I’m Kammi Pelant and my husband Bryan Pelant and I have been a part 
of the Blades for the past 7 years. We live in Neenah, WI and have been in the Valley for the past 25 
years.  Our 2 kids have been in hockey for a while- Colton is now a PeeWee (and just started reffing) and 
our daughter Shelby who played with the Freeze and now is helping on the ice as an official.  Bryan has 
been the most active as the IP Director, on the coaching committee and of course many seasons as Head 
Coach with the Blades, Freeze and Force.  I figured it is time for me to take a turn in helping our fine 
organization.   
 
I’m interested in becoming the secretary for the club.  I’m looking to help the club and give back to the 
Blades what they have given us as a family.  I look forward to the season every year. We’ve developed 
strong relationships with the parents/coaches/players on our teams throughout the years.  I have strong 
morals, hard work ethic and a positive attitude.  I hope to include those attributes to the club in the 
form of a secretary and board member. 
 
A little bit about me- I grew up in Iowa and moved to Neenah in 1997. I work for Independent Jets. We 
are a very small private jet charter brokerage firm. There is an enormous amount of attention to detail 
and being able to work under pressure with the position. These skills will definitely come in handy as a 
secretary.  In the off season (is there really one?) you will find me watching our kids do horses and LAX, 
puttering in our vegetable garden or in Door Co relaxing at our camper.  Thank you for your 
consideration.  
 

 
  



Bio - Registrar 
 

Stacy Dake 
 
Greetings Fox Valley Youth Hockey Association.  My name is Stacy Dake and I have been with the 
association now for 8 years.  I have 2 skaters that will be second year PeeWee next year.  My daughter 
will be a first year U8 Mite and my youngest will be moving up from IP to the U6.  I have had the honor 
of sitting on the association board now for 4 years as an age director for U6, U8 and U10.  As well as the 
Member Experience Director for a season.  I also have had the opportunity to coach this past season and 
the season prior.  I am looking forward to now supporting the association as the registrar.  I am most 
interested in the strength of our association from a culture and participation perspective.  I am looking 
forward to also continuing to coach as it has been so rewarding to see these skaters and young people 
grow not only in their love and skill for the sport of hockey, but as individuals as well.  I hope you will 
consider my intention to support our association as the registrar a positive one as we look to the 2023 - 
2024 hockey season. 
  



Bios - Age Directors

 

Bantam Age Director 
No candidates  
 

 
 

Peewee Age Director 
 
Liz Gesicki 
My name is Liz Gesicki, and I am the current Pee Wee / 12U Age Director. Prior to Age Director, I was a 
Team Manager for two years.  I am running to continue as Age Director for the 23-24 season. I live in 
Hortonville and I am the Procurement Manager at School Specialty in Greenville. While I was always a 
hockey fan, during the pandemic I decided to learn to play. I can appreciate firsthand the efforts that the 
kids put forth, and being able to help coach the last two seasons has given me another level of insight 
into everything it takes behind the scenes to support our teams.   
 
The coming season will be our 8th season in the organization, and each year it has been a pleasure to 
see how the kids are growing in the sport and the friendships that they have formed, and well as the 
strong network the parents have developed. I am especially proud to see how many of our 12U skaters 
help with IP and Try Hockey for Free, as well as officiating. This age group is starting to take on more 
responsibility, and building strong character by giving back.   
 
No organization is without challenges, but by getting people informed and involved we can find 
solutions that make the Association better. It takes a lot of people to help in an organization this size, 
and to continue the growth we have enjoyed. As Age Director I am committed to supporting our 
member families so that we can all navigate the season, enjoy the time we spend volunteering, and 
make it a great experience for the kids. 
 
I appreciate your consideration and look forward to next season! 
 
Hannah Scholl 
Hello Fox Valley Blades, my name is Hannah Scholl. My family and I have been a proud part of the Fox 
Valley Blades for eight years. I have four boys who skate for the association, currently one at each level 
and a husband (Neil) who coaches. We have had the pleasure of being involved with FVYHA and I am 
hoping for your consideration as the PeeWee Director. 
 



A little background on me: I grew up in Green Bay Wisconsin and earned my degree from St. Norbert 
College where I met my husband, Neil. Our family has lived in Neenah for 15 years, and I have been 
actively involved in our community through my work as a long-term substitute with Neenah Joint School 
District. Although I did not grow up playing hockey, I was very active in youth sports and continued to 
play volleyball through my college years. After my senior year of college volleyball, I accepted coaching 
positions for both Ashwaubenon High School and club volleyball for three years until we moved to 
Neenah and started a family.   
 
Through my years of playing and coaching youth sports as well as teaching in our community, I have 
learned to be organized and resourceful. I have a tremendous passion for supporting youth sports and 
I am excited about the possibility of contributing my knowledge and dedication to help further 
strengthen an organization that has brought so much to our family already. Thank you for considering 
my interest. 
 
Go Blades!  
Hannah Scholl 
 

 
 

Squirt Age Director 
Megan Czosek 
 
I am excited to express my interest in continuing to serve as the Squirt Age Director for the upcoming 
season. As you consider candidates for this position, I wanted to take this opportunity to share more 
about myself and my involvement in the organization. 
 
My son Evan began playing hockey in the IP program in 2018 and will be entering his second year as a 
Squirt next season. Our daughter Clara joined the IP program last year, is currently finishing her U6 year 
and is eagerly looking forward to skating as a U8 next season. Since moving to the area from Chicago in 
2018, we have greatly appreciated the sense of community that FVYHA has provided us. Through our 
involvement in the organization, we have been able to expand our network of friends and become more 
connected to the local hockey community. 
 
I have been actively involved with FVYHA over the past few years, starting as a team manager for U6, U8 
Blue, and U8 Red before assuming the role of Squirt Director last season. Although I was initially 
unfamiliar with the world of hockey, I was able to learn the necessary skills and gain valuable knowledge 
through research and the support of other FVYHA parents. My strong organizational and communication 
skills have allowed me to keep everyone informed and up-to-date on team and association happenings, 
and I am proud to have helped guide teams, parents, and coaches in this capacity. 
 



In addition to my experience as a team manager and Squirt Director, I have also worked on various 
initiatives within the organization, including helping to run the U8 Winter Classic Tournament last year. 
As a volunteer-driven organization, I have been committed to playing my part in FVYHA's success, and I 
would be honored to continue to serve as the Squirt Age Director for the upcoming season. 
 
On a more personal level, I was born and raised here in the Valley and moved back to this wonderful 
community in 2018 after spending 17 years living in Chicago.  Our family loves to travel, spend time on 
our local lakes, explore Wisconsin’s many bike and hiking trails, and of course play/watch hockey!!!  I 
spent the first 17 years of my professional life as a practicing Physician Assistant.  I specialized in the 
areas of Thoracic Surgery and Interventional Radiology. About two years ago, I made a career change 
and I now work in a patient facing role for a large pharmaceutical/biotech company.  I focus on patient 
education, care coordination and insurance navigation.  Education, coordination and navigation really 
fall in line with the duties of Squirt director and feel all of my experiences have left me well prepared to 
succeed in this position again. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to the opportunity to further discuss my 
qualifications and vision for the role. 
 
 
Sam Hawkinson 
 
Hi Squirt Families, my name is Sam Hawkinson and I am excited to be considered for Squirt 
Director. I am a mom to four boys, three of which skate for FVYHA and a baby who will probably skate 
before he walks. Next season, I will have a Squirt, U8 Mite and U6 Mite. I became a hockey fan growing 
up watching my husband Troy skate. So it has been nostalgic and such a blast getting to see our boys 
develop a love for the game and grow our hockey family with 
FVYHA. A short funny story about my third son; we’ve spent so much time at the rink through the years, 
he takes his boots and jacket off when we arrive, making himself right at home, which speaks volumes 
to the bond my family feels with hockey. 
 
Volunteering for the organization through my son’s Mite years with involvement in the Winter Classic 
tournament, helping to organize the Blades Blast Off tournament, and seeing the joy that coaching has 
brought my husband has me wanting to continue to grow my participation with the association. As an 
age director, I believe I can be a conduit for players, parents, coaches and the greater FVYHA 
community. As a former elementary school teacher turned stay at home mom, I’ve learned to 
coordinate schedules, engage many kids at once, create a community, and hold boundaries. Before 
birthing our last future Blade, I helped The Plaza ice rink in Neenah get its start through my role as 
Business Manager, coordinating ice lessons, birthday parties, fitness classes and managing staff and 
office operations. 
 
My goals as the Squirt Director are to help foster a community that encourages the love of the game for 
all of our players, have open and transparent lines of communication with all Squirt families, and be an 



advocate for both players and families. Ultimately, I’d love to continue to promote our hockey 
community where everyone is taking off their boots and jackets at the door (sorry, Dan) and making 
themselves at home. The best community is the hockey community, and we’ve got a really special one 
at FVYHA. Go Blades! 
 

 
 
Mite Age Director 

No candidates 
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