MARLBORO GIRLS SOFTBALL ASSOC.
GENERAL RULES (APPLIES TO ALL LEAGUES)
GENERAL RULES AND GUIDELINES
[bookmark: _Hlk63506752]Field Duties:  
· BOTH TEAM COACHES (Home and Visitor) are responsible for:
· Arriving at the field at least 30 min prior to start time.
· lining the fields  
· putting out the bases and returning them and the base plugs after the game
· Exception is Baldelli, where bases stay out.
· pulling the two game balls from the equipment bin and  
· locking the gates and bathrooms after the last game of the night at Baldelli. 
· Opening and closing own equipment bins at the end of the night.  
· Emptying the trash barrel in the dugout after the game before it overflows. 
· New bags are in the snack shack. 

· HOME TEAM at all fields is responsible for assigning someone to run the scoreboard at your game, 
· preferably an adult or responsible player sibling who is at least 13.
· Please make sure whoever you chose is committed to doing the scoreboard the entire game. 
· Controllers are located at each field equipment shed and need to be returned after each game.

· The bottom line is everything must be shut off and locked tight before you leave. Both coaches are ultimately responsible for getting this done on the last game of the day at a field and should help each other out.
SAFETY
Batting helmets:  Players must wear batting helmets with fastened chinstraps in Instructional, Juniors and Minors (chinstraps optional for major league) 
· Face cage is required on all helmets for all leagues, 
· Helmets must be worn on deck for batting, running bases, or coaching a base during games and practice. 
· Managers and coaches should not conduct any form of batting practice without players wearing a batting helmet.
Face Masks: Players that play infield positions are STRONGLY encouraged to wear facemasks while fielding the positions, especially pitchers. The league offers these for sale at a discounted price or you can buy one at a local sporting goods store.
Catchers Helmets and Masks:  Players who catch for a pitcher at any time, whether in a game situation, during practice, or for warm up, must wear a catcher’s helmet and mask. Coaches need to enforce this rule.  This is an official USA Softball rule.
UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT:
· Every girl will be issued a complete uniform that MUST be worn to all games. Shirt and pants/shorts make up a complete uniform. All uniforms must be worn properly, shirts tucked in and visors if worn facing front. 
· Jackets or long sleeve shirts can be worn under uniform if necessary, not OVER uniforms. 
· No non-league hats or visors are acceptable.
· If a girl loses any part of her uniform she is responsible to buy a replacement piece. 
· All girls will be allowed to keep their shirts. Pants are expected to last the girls at least 2 seasons.  
· Players may wear shorts in warmer weather, but they MUST be solid black. If you wear shorts you must wear a slider, sliding shorts or knee-high socks. This is for safety. 
· Chin straps MUST be worn on ALL helmets in Instructional Juniors & Minor league (optional for Majors). FACE GUARDS are mandatory on all helmets/leagues. 
· We strongly recommend girls playing infield positions wear a facemask and/or mouth guard. 
· Only USA Softball approved softball bats are permitted in a game. 
· All players must wear the team shirts. 
· SUMMER LEAGUE: Borrowed or called up players must wear their assigned team’s shirt.
· All keys given to the coaches are the property of Marlboro Girls Softball and must be returned at the end of each season.
· All equipment needed is located in each dugout in an equipment bin. Game balls are in the silver storage bins located at each field. Please instruct your girls in the proper care of this equipment. Ex: Do not throw helmets, hit fence with bats, etc.
FOOTWEAR:  Players can wear athletic shoes that have rubber cleats. Metal cleats are not allowed at any age level.
Jewelry – No Jewelry is to be worn by any player. No earrings, necklaces, bracelets, eyebrow piercing, tongue piercing, nose piercing etc. Earrings cannot be taped over. *** NOTE: The only acceptable jewelry is medical alert necklaces or bracelets and they need to be taped to body.
Sportsmanship
Practicing Good Sportsmanship:  Managers are responsible for making sure that all players, coaches and team spectators practice good sportsmanship. Players should be reprimanded for name calling, throwing equipment, acting disrespectful towards coaches, other players and officials. Coaches should set a good example for their team to follow.
Hand Shaking:  In the spirit of practicing good sportsmanship, teams shake hands after each game. Unsportsmanlike conduct during team hand shaking will not be tolerated.
Arguing with umpires:  Managers, coaches, players and spectators will refrain from arguing with umpires. Once a game has started, the managers (head coaches) are the only team representatives who can speak with an umpire. 
· This rule remains in effect until 15 minutes after the game has ended.
Fielding / Batting
· Every girl must bat and play the field. They cannot just bat or just play the field. If they cannot do both, they cannot play.
· All members of a team share fielding time equally. This means that each player present for a game should be allowed to play a fielding position for at least half of the number of expected innings for that game. Keep in mind that some games consist of fewer than the typical 6 or 7 innings due to darkness or foul weather or time limits.
Free substitution and reentry of fielders is allowed at any time during a game, meaning if a starter or substitute is pulled out they can re-enter the game freely.
Pitchers
· [bookmark: _Hlk62417385]Pitchers will be limited to the number of innings allowed to pitch per game, as defined in league rules for that season.
· [bookmark: _Hlk62417432]If a pitcher hits 3 batters in an inning, she must be removed from the pitching position for the remainder of that inning. If a pitcher hits 5 batters in a game they must be removed for the remainder of the game. 



Infielder Positioning
· Managers and coaches are responsible for ensuring that infielders are positioned a safe distance from home plate. Serious accidents do happen! Even small players can make good contact with a pitch, players need enough distance to react to line drives.
· As a courtesy, managers should warn opposing teams when a strong batter comes to the plate and the fielders are not positioned at a safe distance. This is particularly important in the Instructional, Junior and Minor league divisions.
Outfielder Positioning
· Outfielders must be positioned on the grass.
Batting
· All divisions utilize a continuous batting order.
· Throwing bats, after hitting the ball or otherwise, is not allowed
· The first time in a given game that a player throws a bat, the team will receive a warning. 
· If any player throws a bat again during that game, she will be called out.
· On deck batters must warm up in an appropriate area on the playing field, and MUST ALWAYS WEAR HELMETS.
· Bunting is allowed. 
· Slap bunting is allowed. 
· Fake bunting (also known as slashing) is not allowed. 
· Occurs when a batter is at the plate and shows bunt to draw the fielders in, and then pull back and hits away. 
· The batter will be called out if this happens. 
· If a pitched ball:
· hits a batter in the air, she is awarded first base. 
· bounces on the ground and then hits a batter and the umpire feels the batter made NO attempt to get out of the way, then it is up to their discretion to award the base

Base Running
· All players must AVOID contact when there is a play being made to the base they are going to. 
· If a player does not make an attempt to slide and makes contact with the fielder making a play she will be called out.  
· If the fielder is blocking the base and there is no play there is no out. 
· These are judgement calls by the umpires.
· A running headfirst slide into a base is not allowed and is an automatic out. 
· A dive back to a base after a lead is not considered a head first slide
· Pinch runners may be used at any time for the NEXT inning’s pitcher or catcher, or for an injured player. The pinch runner will be the last out made.
When not on the playing field
· [bookmark: _Hlk62416514]All players who are not on the playing field, coaching a base, on deck for batting, or at bat, must stay on the bench or in the dugout. 
Standings
· Points will be awarded as follows: 2 points for a win, 1 point for a tie, 0 points for a loss. 
· If there is a tie at the end of the season, the tie-breakers will be determined by: 
1) head to head record, 
2) least runs given up in the season, and 
3) most runs scored.
Playoffs 
Playoff games will be held at the end of the regular season of play.
· To be eligible for the playoffs the following criteria must be met. A player must play in 6 or more game to be eligible to play in all playoff games, otherwise:

	If a player only plays in:
	They must sit out

	5 games
	1st round of playoffs

	4 games
	1st and 2nd round playoffs

	3 or fewer games
	Not eligible to play in playoffs


*NOTE: Doctor noted injuries are exempt.
· Seeding for the playoffs will be based on the final regular season standings. 
· In all rounds, the home team will be the higher seeded team.
· EXCEPTION: 1st game of the finals in which case the team advancing through the winners’ bracket will be home team for the 1st game. 
 
· Time Limit: There is no time limit in the Major or Minor League Playoff Finals, but the mercy rule will apply. In addition, in the Minors, once a team is unable to catch up due to the run limit, the game will end.
· No new inning will start after 10:30pm, but any started inning will be completed. 
· If the game is still not completed as of 11:00 pm, it will be suspended at the point it stopped and completed in the next time slot for those 2 teams. 

Spring Season –
· All teams make the playoffs, which will be double elimination. 

Summer/Fall Seasons –
· All teams make the playoffs, which will be one-game elimination.
Umpires
Junior League:
· Each junior division manager should umpire when his/her team is in the field. Home plate umpires should announce all balls and strikes, this will help batters learn at which pitches they should be swinging.
Minor League:  Minor league games will be umpired by a patched USA Softball umpire, usually high school girls/boys. 
Major League:
· A patched USA Softball umpire will umpire major league games. 
All Star Game  
NOTE: All head coaches for the league are expected to coach/assist at the All Star games
· There will be an in-town all-star game to be held during the season.
· There will be a junior league, minor league and a major league game.
· If there are 4 teams in a league, each team will choose 6 girls.
· If there are 5 teams in a league, each team will choose 5 girls.
· If there are 6 teams in a league, each team will choose 4 girls.
· Innings:
· Minor League game will be 6 innings unless the 11-run mercy rule applies
· Major League game will be 7 innings unless the 13-run mercy rule applies.
· MVP's will be chosen from minor and major league all-star teams by the coaches of the opposing team, and trophies will be presented after each game.
· All girls that are chosen for the All-Star teams will receive their trophy the day of the game.
· Teams will be broken down by where they are in the standings at a predetermined deadline, this is to give us time to order shirts with the girl’s names on them. Consideration will be taken to make sure teams are as evenly matched as possible (pitching should be evenly divided)
· Head coaches will be whoever has the best record from each all star team at the time of the game. Head coach with the best record will be home team for the all-star game.
Managers and Coaches:
· Managers and coaches will be approved by the Board of Directors prior to the opening of the regular season.
· Each team will have one head coach and two assistant coaches. No one else is authorized to be in the dugout during a game. If a parent is volunteering to operate the scoreboard controller they should remain outside the dugout area. (Note: A scorekeeper on the bench is considered one of your assistant coaches). 
· There will be no screaming or un-sportsman like conduct by any Manager, Coach or Player. Our main interest is to teach the game of softball and good sportsmanship while having a good time.
· Any manager or coach ejected from a game for any reason will be suspended as follows: 
1st ejection: 	must miss the next scheduled game.
2nd ejection: 	in a calendar year must miss a minimum of the next 3 games on the schedule. This is subject to appeal.
3rd ejection: 	removal from coaching that calendar year.  This is subject to appeal.

· It is the responsibility of both coaches to turn in a game report for each game. Reports are due by Sunday 6pm. 
· Scores have to be noted in case of tie-breaker situations.  
· Win/Loss/Tie records will be updated weekly. 
· Please be aware of who is in the Press box at Baldelli field, there should be a 2 person maximum. 
· Noise must be kept to a minimum. 
· No cheering for either team shall be allowed in the scorer’s shack.
· No young children should be allowed in the scorer shack unless accompanied by a parent or responsible party.
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