Wayha Youth Hockey Tournament Rules
Squirt, Peewee, Bantam
Hosted by Waupaca Area Youth Hockey Association.
187 Grand Seasons Drive, Waupaca, WI 54981
Tournament Dates and registration is listed at www.wayha.com

Tournament Authority
This tournament is sanctioned by USA Hockey and WAHA and will be conducted in accordance with the current USA Hockey Official Playing Rules, except where specifically modified by these tournament rules. The Tournament Director has final authority regarding tournament operations and interpretation of tournament-specific rules. The Tournament Director reserves the right to interpret, modify, or enforce these rules as necessary to ensure fair competition, player safety, timely completion of the tournament.
All decisions of the Tournament Director are final.

Team Eligibility
· Division: 
· 3A: D1/2 B and D3/4 A Teams
· 3B: D1/2 C and D3/D4 B Teams
· All teams must be properly registered with USA Hockey.
· Official USA Hockey Certified Rosters must be submitted prior to the team's first game.
· All coaches must be USA Hockey certified, SafeSport, CEP, background screened.
· Only rostered players and coaches are permitted on the bench.

Schedules/Brackets
· Schedules will be emailed 1 week prior to tournament.
· Schedules will be posted on www.wayha.com 
· Rules will be sent via email with tournament brackets. 
· Brackets will be hung rink side during the tournament and updated on Wayha’s website at the end of the day.

Check-In
Teams must check in at least 45 minutes before their first scheduled game.
Teams should be ready 30 minutes before each game if games begin early.
On Site Tournament Director during Home Tournament:
· Team Parents (A and B if applicable)
· Head Coaches (A and B if applicable)
Off Site Tournament Director during Home Tournament:
· Wayha Tournament Director
Required documents:
· Official USA Hockey Roster if not uploaded into Game Sheet. 

Home Team
Pool Play:
· Listed first on schedule.
Playoffs:
· Higher seed is home.
Home team:
· Defends the goal nearest their bench during the first and third periods.

Game Format
· Either Pool Play or Bracket format decided upon by the number of teams entered. 
· Teams will be placed into brackets off of “My Hockey” Rankings at tournament directors’ discretion. 
· Three (3) stop-time periods
· Period Length depending on level.
· Squirt: 12 Minute Periods
· Peewee: 15 Minute Periods
· Bantam: 15 Minute Periods
· Ice Resurfacing:
· After every game or at Tournament Director discretion.
· Warm-ups: (Wayha will supply pucks for warm-ups). 
· 3 Minutes.
· Between Period rest
· 1 Minute

Points System
Pool Play
· Win = 2 Points
· Tie = 1 Point
· Loss = 0 Points
· Forfeit = 0 Points
· 
Tie Games (Pool Play)
Pool play games may end in a tie. No overtime will be played.

Running Clock
A running clock will be used when:
· A team leads by 6 goals or more during the third period.
· Stop-time resumes if the score differential becomes fewer than 6 goals.
· Stop-time in running clock will apply to a goal, penalty or injury. 
(Except where local tournament policy specifies otherwise.)

Mercy Rule
If a team leads by 10 goals at any point during the third period, the Tournament Director may declare the game complete.

Timeout
Each team receives:
· One (1) 30-second timeout per game.
· Overtime (1) 30 Second time out per overtime. 
Unused timeouts do not carry over.

Playoff Overtime
If tied after regulation:
· 5-minute sudden victory (3-on-3)
· If still tied:
· Three-player shootout
· Sudden-death shootout thereafter
Championship Game
· 10-minute sudden victory (3-on-3)
· Shootout if still tied
(Tournament may substitute USA Hockey-approved overtime procedures.)

Tie-Breaking Procedure
When teams finish tied in standings:
1. Head-to-head competition
2. Most wins
3. Goal differential (maximum +7 per game)
4. Fewest goals allowed
5. Most goals scored
6. Fewest penalty minutes
7. Coin toss

Penalties, Misconducts & Suspensions
USA Hockey Playing Rules and suspensions apply.
Major Penalties
· Game Misconducts carry automatic suspensions according to USA Hockey rules.
· Match Penalties are reported immediately to the proper governing body.
Tournament Director reserves the right to impose additional disciplinary action for: Unsportsmanlike conduct, abuse of officials, spectator misconduct, dangerous behavior, or fighting.

Bench Conduct
Only rostered:
· Players, Coaches, Team Manager (if listed) may occupy the players' bench. No spectators are allowed on the bench. Players may not enter the ice until after the Zamboni has exited, all doors are secured, and the referee has ok’d players to enter the surface. 
· Game Ejection for Coaches is automatic 1 game suspension. Further discretion of Tournament director. 
· Players suspected of concussion shall follow USA Hockey Return-to-Play guidelines before participating again.

Penalty Box Worker
Wayha will provider Penalty Box worker for both home and away boxes. 
· Workers will count saves on their respective ends and report to clock workers after each period. 
· Responsible for moving the nets after the end of the game for Zamboni

Locker Room Conduct
Locker Rooms will be assigned on the white board in the lobby. 
USA Hockey Locker room policy and conduct will apply to all teams in our facility. Coaches are responsible for player conduct on and off the ice. 
· Players, Coaches, Team Manager & Certified Locker Room Monitors.
· No parents allowed in locker rooms
· Teams must vacate locker rooms within 20 minutes of game completion. 
· Equipment may not be left in locker rooms. 
· No balls, stick/puck play in the facility.
Locker rooms are expected to be left clean. If there is a problem, see tournament director. 
If Locker rooms are found to be damaged, that team will be billed and responsible for repairs. 

Equipment
All equipment must meet current USA Hockey requirements. Required HECC-approved helmets, neck laceration protection (required by current USA Hockey rules), mouthguards (Peewee, Bantam). Illegal equipment must be corrected before participation.

Jerseys
Teams must have: Home (light), Away (dark). 
If colors conflict the home team shall change unless otherwise directed by the Tournament Director.

Awards
· Squirt, Peewee, Bantam:
· Tournament Champions and Second place.

Raffles/Concessions Etc.
· Concessions
· Concessions will be open the duration of the tournament with specialty items. Credit cards are accepted with $5 minimum. 
· Tournament Apparel
· Either pre-order or on-site apparel will be offered. 
· Raffles
· Raffle tables will be set up rink side. Winners pulled during the last game set on Saturday. Winners will be texted by phone for pick up. 
· Skate Sharpening
· Skate sharpening will be offered. Check with concessions to inquire. 

Zero Tolerance Policy & Spectator Conduct
USA Hockey's Zero Tolerance Policy will be strictly enforced.
Abuse of officials, players, coaches and volunteers will not be tolerated by anyone in our facility. Good sportsmanship is expected. Tournament Director reserves the right to impose additional disciplinary action.
· No Noise Makers, Whistles, Cowbells or Air-horns are allowed in the facility that can affect game play. 
The Tournament Director may remove any spectator displaying abusive or inappropriate behavior.

Protests/Distractions
No protests regarding judgment calls will be accepted. All referee decisions are final.
Rule interpretation protests must be submitted immediately to the Tournament Director before play resumes.
Tournament Director decisions are final.

Weather/Emergency Delays
The Tournament Committee reserves the right to modify schedules, reduce game lengths, adjust tournament format or cancel games, when necessary, due to weather, facility issues, or emergencies.

Sportsmanship Statement
The purpose of youth hockey is to provide a safe, fun, and positive environment where young athletes can develop skills, teamwork, respect, and a lifelong love of the game. Coaches, players, officials, and spectators are expected to uphold the principles of USA Hockey, demonstrating integrity, respect, and sportsmanship at all times.

Thank you, 
Wayha
Waupaca Area Youth Hockey Association
