Harrison Ashley
Progression Big Mountain Coach
Big Mountain Progression Coach Harrison Ashley
As a kid growing up in Steamboat Springs Colorado, Coach Harrison and his two younger brothers spent a lot of time sliding on snow. “We were a skiing family,” he said. “Our folks got us out of the house whenever they could.” The Ashley family divided their time between the slopes of Steamboat Ski Area and their hometown mountain – Howelsen Hill. “Howelsen was where the winter sports kids trained after school," he said. "I spent a lot of time chasing racers down the moguls. It was a lot of just trying to keep up.”
His college years turned him into a Big Mountain competitor. When he arrived on campus at Western Colorado University, he decided to check out the Freeride Team. “I thought I would see what the sport could be.” His combination of speed and comfort off-piste served him well. “It was the first time I ever got any kind of coaching,” he said, “and it lit things up for me.”
Before long, he was sending it at IFSA competitions throughout the Rockies and Northwest. “Crested Butte was our home mountain - an incredible place to train and compete. Comps took us to Kicking Horse, Kirkwood, Bridger, Crystal Mountain in Washington and Eagle Crest in Alaska.” One memorable morning they woke up to 12 inches of ‘pow’ in Alaska. “We were so excited to hit it, but it turned out to be 12 inches of ‘heavy and dense’. We were soaking wet just getting through the parking lot!”
With his comp seasons behind him, Harrison turned his attention to coaching the Western Freeride team. “On any given day, there would be three or four of us coaching groups of ten. No two days were the same, but every day we’d see progress.”
Harrison enjoys backcountry touring and has earned the reputation of making the best out of whatever conditions the day brings. One college friend reported that “Harrison was kind enough to spend my birthday with me doing an uncertain backcountry skiing mission. We crossed a sketchy creek then skinned for a long time to reach some very sunbaked snow. Harrison was stoked regardless of the snow conditions and made my birthday one to remember!”
Now in his second season coaching for BBSEF, Harrison looks forward to the fun that Big Mountain Progression team members will have learning “hoppy” techniques that will improve their skiing style and speed. “Seeing the kids get better and more confident is what I enjoy most about coaching. It is amazing what can happen in a single season of skiing.”
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