The Tom Blackwell Legacy Award
[image: ]
Purpose and Legacy
The Tom Blackwell Legacy Award honors the memory of Tom Blackwell, who passed away in 2023 after many devoted years serving Mid Fairfield CT Stars as a parent, coach, mentor, and Director. His leadership, generosity of spirit, and steadfast belief in a team-first culture helped shape not only the success of the club, but also the character of the community within it. His influence continues to guide and inspire future generations of players and remains embedded in the values and direction of the organization today.
Established in his honor, the award recognizes the graduating senior who most fully embodies the principles Tom valued above all: commitment, selfless dedication to teammates, integrity of character, humility, loyalty to the club, and the ability to elevate the culture of those around her. This distinction is reserved for a player whose impact extends beyond the ice — one who strengthens the collective, fosters unity, and contributes to something greater than herself.
Eligibility requires that the recipient has been part of Mid Fairfield since at least the U14 level, reflecting sustained dedication during pivotal years of athletic and personal development. More than a recognition of longevity, the award honors a player who carries forward Tom’s vision: that excellence is measured not only in performance, but in commitment to one another and in the daily cultivation of a positive, resilient team culture.
First presented this year, the award includes a $2,000 honorarium intended to support the recipient’s future pursuits and reflect the ideals Tom believed defined true excellence. As each recipient sets the standard for those who follow, the award stands as a lasting tribute to Tom’s impact and to individuals whose presence helps shape the enduring legacy of Mid Fairfield athletes.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
To preserve the integrity and prestige of the award, recipients must meet the following baseline criteria:
· Must be a graduating senior and have participated with Mid Fairfield since at least the U14 level, demonstrating sustained dedication during the most formative years of athletic and personal development.
· Must be a player in good standing who consistently reflects sportsmanship and respect for teammates, coaches, and the game.


SELECTION CRITERIA
Nominees should exemplify the following:
Enduring Commitment
A deep and sustained dedication to the club that reflects loyalty over time.
Teammate-First Mentality
A player who prioritizes the collective, supports others, and strengthens team unity.
Champion of Culture
Actively contributes to a positive, accountable, and resilient environment.
Character & Integrity
Leads through daily actions, demonstrates humility, and earns the trust and respect of peers and coaches.
Embodiment of Tom’s Ideals
Represents the principles that guided Tom’s years of service — that true excellence is measured not only in performance, but in commitment to one another and stewardship of the team environment. Carries forward the standard he set before every game: “work hard, play hard, have fun,” recognizing that discipline and competitiveness are strongest when paired with joy, gratitude, and a genuine love for the game.

NOMINATION PROCESS
Nominations are welcomed from:
· Coaches
· Teammates
· Players (self-nominations)

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
A complete nomination must include the following materials:
1. Nominee Information
· Player Name:
· Team:
· Years with Mid Fairfield (must date back to at least U14):
· Current Coach:
2. Nominator Information
☐ Coach
☐ Teammate
☐ Self-Nomination
· Name:
· Role / Team (if applicable):

3. Written Nomination Requirement
Each nomination must include one written essay (250–400 words) explaining why the nominee merits consideration for the Tom Blackwell Legacy Award.
The essay should present a clear and cohesive narrative that illustrates how the nominee embodies the values reflected in the award’s four evaluation areas:
· Commitment to the Club
How has this player demonstrated long-term dedication to Mid Fairfield?
· Teammates & Culture
In what ways does the nominee elevate those around her and contribute to a strong, positive team environment?
· Character in Action
Describe a moment when the player put the team before herself, demonstrated resilience, or led through example rather than recognition.
· Connection to Tom’s Legacy
How does this player embody the qualities Tom valued most — commitment, integrity, humility, and team-first leadership — and help carry forward the standard he established?
Nominators are not required to respond to each area separately. Instead, the committee encourages one thoughtful narrative that highlights meaningful examples demonstrating the nominee’s impact on teammates, the program, and the culture of Mid Fairfield. The strongest nominations will move beyond general praise and instead highlight meaningful moments, sustained behaviors, and observable impact that reflect the standards of commitment, humility, integrity, and team-first leadership that defined Tom Blackwell’s legacy.

TIMELINE
All nominations will be reviewed by a selection committee appointed by Mid Fairfield CT Stars. In recognition of Tom’s lasting connection to the program and the community he helped build, Tom’s wife, Linda Blackwell, and his daughter, Taegan Blackwell — a Mid Fairfield CT Stars alumna — will serve as members of the selection committee.
Committee members will evaluate each nomination based on how clearly the nominee demonstrates the guiding pillars of the award: commitment to the club, dedication to teammates, strength of character, and alignment with the legacy Tom established.
Nomination Deadline
All nominations must be submitted by April 15.
Recipient Notification
The selected recipient will be notified no later than May 15
Completed nominations should be sent to:
Carolyn Holt
MFCTStars@gmail.com
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