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BRENDAN LOGAN
PRESIDENT & FOUNDER OF THE QUEEN CITY ROYALS

Brendan played junior hockey across multiple leagues before

competing in three seasons of NCAA Division III hockey at Aurora

University and Wilkes University. 

Following his collegiate career, he spent a brief period playing minor

professional hockey.

After concluding his playing career, Brendan founded the Queen City

Royals and has since coached numerous teams and age groups within

the organization. Through his leadership, he has played a central

role in building and developing the program.

Brendan’s leadership, vision for the program, and commitment to

long-term player development continue to set the standard across

all divisions.
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Mike is a native of Vancouver, Canada, and brings extensive experience

from both his professional playing and coaching careers. He played

five seasons in the Western Hockey League (WHL), where he served as

team captain and earned recognition as an All-Star defenseman.

Following his junior career, Mike signed a three-year entry-level

contract in the NHL, spending time within the organizations of the

New York Rangers and the Montreal Canadiens.

Over the course of a 10-year professional playing career, Mike

competed across North America and Europe, including two seasons

with the Charlotte Checkers. After retiring from professional play, he

transitioned into coaching, beginning with two seasons coaching

professionally in Asia before returning to Western Canada to coach

at a hockey academy.

Mike brings a wealth of knowledge and experience as both a player

and coach, which continues to benefit the program at every level. He

is also the Co-Founder and Head On-Ice Instructor of the Southern

Prospects Hockey Academy. This upcoming season will mark Mike’s

fifth year with the Royals.

MIKE BUSTO
HOCKEY DIRECTOR - 18UAAA HEAD COACH

PROGRAM DIRECTOR INTRODUCTION
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NICK POPP
ASSISTANT HOCKEY DIRECTOR - 14UAA & 16UAA HEAD COACH

Nick Popp brings a strong background in both playing and coaching

to the rink. He played two seasons of junior hockey in the United

States Premier Hockey League Premier with the Charleston Colonials,

competing against top junior talent while continuing to develop his

game at a high level.

Following his playing career, Nick transitioned into coaching and

has spent several years developing players and building competitive

teams. He spent one season coaching with the Charleston Jr. Stingrays,

where the team captured a national championship.

Nick has spent the past six seasons coaching within the Queen City

Royals organization, playing an important role in player development

and contributing to the continued growth of youth hockey in the

Charlotte area.

Most recently, Nick served as head coach of a 14U AAA team that

captured a North Carolina state championship last season. He is

known for emphasizing work ethic, skill development, and a strong

team culture while helping players grow both on and off the ice.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR INTRODUCTION
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ALLISON PEARCE
ADMINISTRATOR AND REGISTRAR

Allison Pearce is our Queen City

Royals Administrator and

Registrar. With a passion for

organization and community

building, Allison plays a key role

in supporting team operations,

coordinating schedules,

managing communications, and

maintaining smooth day‑to‑day

logistics.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR INTRODUCTION
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BRIAN PEARCE
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR AND REGISTRAR

Brian Pearce will be assisting with

administrative duties

throughout the year. He is known

for his attention to detail and

team‑first mindset. Brian will

ensure that coaches, players, and

families can focus on what

matters most, enjoying the game.
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MISSION STATEMENT
We create a positive environment where young athletes build confidence through the

game of hockey. We foster a culture where the demands are physical, mental and at

times emotional. We hold our athletes accountable to their coaches, teammates and

ultimately themselves as we develop hockey players to be the best they can be on the ice

and within the community.

VISION STATEMENT
The Queen City Royals strive to be the predominant youth hockey organization in the

southeast. We will leverage our core values, top tier coaching and best facility in the

area to develop youth talent that is unmatched by any other programs in the South. We

will consistently compete for championships at all skill levels and produce high end

players that will have the opportunity to play hockey at advanced levels including the

collegiate level and beyond.

7
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CORE VALUES
Accountability

Being responsible for our words, our actions and our results. 

We will represent the QCR logo on and off the ice.

Character

Taking it upon ourselves to do the right thing all the time,

especially when no one is watching.

Teamwork

Working together to lift one another up in good times and more

importantly during the tough times. By doing this we will be

successful on the ice, regardless of the final score.

Respect

Respect our coaches by listening and putting forth our best effort.

Respect our teammates by doing our part.

Respect our opponent by giving them our best effort.

Dedication

Be on time, consistent and give our best effort: at home and at the

rink. Take it upon ourselves to improve each and everyday.

Humility

Know that we are always learning and that we can be better

tomorrow if we put in the effort.

8
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8U Development

Our “Intro to Travel”, allowing our 8U players a smaller scale travel season. Through

weekly development sessions, our 8U players will work hard to develop proper

fundamentals and skills, all while creating memories with their teammates.

10U & 12U

The USA Hockey “Learn to Train” phase takes place during the ages of 10-12. These age

levels are prime opportunities for players to develop fine motor skills and the RIGHT

way to train. USA Hockey explains that what is learned during this time plays a major

role in the rest of the athletes career. Emphasizing the importance of playing at the

appropriate level regardless of letter (A/AA/AAA).

14U

Referenced as USA Hockey’s “Train to Train” phase. Physical strength and athleticism are

a main point of emphasis and at these age levels players should begin to piece a plan

together for what they want out of the game of hockey (Pro, College, Juniors or just

for fun). QCR strives to assist its players with all goals.

16U & 18U

Lastly the “Learn to Compete Phase” is designed for our players to sharpen their tools as

hockey players. The overall athlete begins to shift their main focus from overall

development to the competition level and playing within a structure.

9
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TRYOUTS
Tier 1 Tryouts (AAA) - April 3rd & 4th

Tier 1 tryouts are open to all youth hockey players between the 2008 to 2015

birth years. These players are looking for the most competitive hockey

experience.

Tier 2 Tryouts - AA (May 1st & 2nd), A (May 9th & 10th)

Tier 2 tryouts are open to all players between the 2008 to 2017 birth years.

These players are looking for a competitive hockey experience with a lesser

travel requirement than Tier 1.

Girls Tryouts - May 1st & 2nd

The Girls tryouts will be open to all girls between the 2010 to 2017 birth

years. These players are looking for the most competitive hockey experience

in the Southeast.

1 0
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WHAT IS TIER 1 & TIER 2?

represents the highest level of competitive youth travel hockey. Players

at this level typically demonstrate exceptional skills and commitment

to the sport with aspirations of playing at higher levels.

TIER 1 (AAA)
includes both AA and A levels with AA being the higher of the two. Players

in Tier 2 hockey are still highly skilled and committed, but are continuing

to develop their hockey skills in order to progress to the next level.

TIER 2 (AA)
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COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE
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Our coaching staff brings extensive experience from elite levels of both playing and

coaching. Members of our staff have competed in or coached within top development

and professional leagues including the United States Hockey League (USHL), United

States Premier Hockey League (USPHL), North American Hockey League (NAHL), National

Collegiate Development Conference (NCDC), Western Hockey League (WHL), NCAA

Division III, Southern Professional Hockey League (SPHL), ECHL, American Hockey League

(AHL), and the National Hockey League (NHL), as well as professional leagues

throughout Europe and Asia. Our program also maintains one of the highest

percentages of non-parent head coaches within the Carolina Amateur Hockey

Association (CAHA) affiliate structure, reinforcing our commitment to experienced,

independent leadership behind the bench.

Our teams train and compete at the Extreme Ice Center and the Pineville Ice House, two

widely regarded premier hockey facilities in North America. Our facilities provide a

professional training environment, and we continue to invest in top-of-the-line

equipment and resources to enhance the player experience while supporting optimal

development and performance.

At Queen City Royals, excellence is not simply a goal, it is the standard. With experienced

coaches at every level and access to world-class facilities, our program is committed

to delivering an elite hockey experience for both players and their families while

fostering long-term development on and off the ice.



TIER 1 (AAA)
GUIDE

# e a r n t h e c r o w n# e a r n t h e c r o w n



# e a r n t h e c r o w n# e a r n t h e c r o w n

TIER 1 LEAGUES

2 0 2 6  -  2 0 2 7  q u e e n  c i t y  r o y a l s  h o c k e y2 0 2 6  -  2 0 2 7  q u e e n  c i t y  r o y a l s  h o c k e y
1 3

Our AAA teams will participate in a number of high-level events throughout the season

designed to provide consistent competition, exposure, and development opportunities

for our players.

The program will continue to participate as a guest member in the Tier 1 Hockey

Federation (THF). The THF provides a structured schedule of highly competitive games

against strong programs from across the region, offering our older teams regular

opportunities to compete at a high level throughout the season. Participating in THF

events allows our players to face top-tier competition while gaining valuable game

experience in a league-style environment.

In addition to the THF competition, our teams will attend several premier tournaments

hosted by organizations such as Super Series AAA, CCM Hockey, and TIEHL. These events

bring together elite teams from across the country and provide players with the

opportunity to compete in well-organized, high-visibility tournaments that emphasize

strong competition and player development.

We are also actively exploring opportunities to participate in events hosted by the

North American Tier 1 Hockey League (NAT1HL). These events feature strong Tier 1 and AAA

programs and would further enhance the competitive schedule for our teams while

offering additional exposure and development opportunities throughout the season.

By combining league play with high-quality tournaments and showcase-style events,

our goal is to create a balanced and challenging schedule that supports both team

success and individual player growth over the course of the season.
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  11UAAA & 12UAAA
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Casey Haines (11UAAA)

Our 11U AAA team will be led by Head Coach Casey

Haines, whose extensive playing and coaching

background brings elite experience and leadership

to the program. Casey played three seasons in the

NAHL and four years of NCAA Division I hockey at

Ferris State University, followed by over 150

professional games in the ECHL, EIHL, and the AHL. He

has spent the past five seasons coaching within our

program and most recently led our top-ranked 10U

team in the state to an ACHC League Championship.

Brendan Logan (11UAAA)

Brendan played junior hockey across multiple

leagues before competing for three years if NCAA

Division III hockey at Aurora University and Wilkes

University. After a short stint in minor professional

hockey. Brendan founded the Queen City Royals and

has since coached numerous teams and age levels

within the organization.

Grant Gallo (12UAAA)

Grant Gallo brings NCAA Division III playing

experience from Nazareth University and a proven

track record of player development. He previously

led the 12UAA and 16UAA programs in Colorado and

most recently served as the 12UAA Head Coach and

the 18UAAA Assistant Coach within the Royals

Organization. Grant’s competitive background and

development-focused approach make him a strong

leader for our 12UAAA group.

Gino DeBlasiis (12UAAA)

Gino DeBlasiis played four years of NCAA Division III

hockey at SUNY Canton before transitioning into

coaching. He most recently served as Head Coach of

the CPH 14UAA team in Charlotte. Gino emphasizes

accountability, work ethic, and building well-

rounded athletes on and off the ice. We are excited

about the leadership, experience, and energy this

staff brings to our 12UAAA program.
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  13UAAA & 14UAAA
Brenton Blaskie (13UAAA and 14UAAA)

Brenton Blaskie joins the staff with experience

across all levels of youth and high school hockey.

He coached in the Ohio AAA Blue Jackets program

from 2012–2024, working with teams from 10U 

through 18U. He has been heavily involved in the

Columbus hockey community, including helping

design the Columbus Blue Jackets Hockey

League. He served as the Lead Development Coach for

three years, building and implementing practice

plans and player/coach development systems.

Blaskie also brings eight years of varsity coaching

experience. This past season, he coached with

Carolina Premier Hockey at the 13UAAA and 12U

Selects level.

He currently serves as Executive Director of the

Matthews Athletic and Recreation Association.

Joey Strada (14UAAA and 13UAAA)

Joey Strada is a former junior and professional

forward with a strong competitive background. He

played three seasons with the Aberdeen Wings in the

North American Hockey League (NAHL), winning a

Robertson Cup championship in 2019 and finishing as

the second-leading scorer in franchise history. He

also competed in the United States Hockey League

(USHL) before advancing to the professional ranks in

Sweden’s HockeyEttan and the Southern

Professional Hockey League (SPHL).

Transitioning into coaching, Strada served as an

assistant coach with the Idaho Falls Spud Kings in

the National Collegiate Development Conference

(NCDC), focusing on skill development and player

growth. In that role he was part of the staff that

captured the 2025 Dineen Cup Championship.
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  15UAAA & 16UAAA
Kevin Smith (16UAAA and 15UAAA)

Coach Kevin Smith brings over 20 years of coaching

experience and is a USA Hockey Level 5 certified

coach focused on elite player development. He has

coached at the Junior, AAA, and High School levels,

including the past 14 seasons with the Middlesex

Islanders Hockey Club in Massachusetts, where he led

multiple championship-caliber teams and teams that

reached the United States Premier Hockey League

(USPHL) National Championships.

Kevin emphasizes developing the complete player

through skill development, hockey IQ, discipline, and

teamwork while incorporating advanced

performance analytics and video. His player-centered

approach has helped more than 75 athletes advance

to elite junior and collegiate levels since 2020.

Alex Drulia (16UAAA and 15UAAA)

Alex Drulia, a native of Fort Erie, comes from a

dedicated hockey family and was influenced by his

uncle, Stan Drulia, who played in the NHL for the

Tampa Bay Lightning.

After a four-year Tier III junior playing career was

cut short by injury, Alex transitioned into coaching,

starting with the Dells Ducks, then serving as an

assistant with the Great Falls Americans, and later as

Head Coach of the Cape Cod Islanders. From 2019–

2022, he led the Twin City Thunder (USPHL Premier)

and served as an NCDC assistant, before heading the

Maine Moose 18U AAA program and scouting for the

Austin Bruins, ultimately earning a full-time

Assistant Coach role with Austin for the 2023–24

season.

At 30, Alex brings extensive experience in player

development across Tier III, AAA, and junior hockey.
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  18UAAA 
Mike Busto (18UAAA)

Originally from Vancouver, Canada, Mike played five

seasons in the Western Hockey League (WHL),

appearing in over 300 games before signing an entry-

level contract with the New York Rangers and later

being part of a trade involving the Montreal

Canadiens. He went on to play nearly a decade of

professional hockey across North America and

Europe, including time with the Charlotte Checkers.

Mike currently serves as Hockey Director for the

Queen City Royals and brings extensive experience in

coaching and player development, including

professional coaching in Asia and work within a

high-performance academy in Western Canada. He is

also the Co-Founder and Head On-Ice Instructor of

the Southern Hockey Prospects Academy.

Tom Mensforth (18UAAA)

Tom is a Level 4 USA Hockey coach with decades of

experience in youth hockey as a player, referee, and

coach. 

Since 2009, he has coached at Extreme Ice Center has

also worked with Queen City Royals Tier 1 teams since

their launch in the 2024–2025 season.
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TIER 1 PROGRAM OVERVIEW
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11UAAA (2015)
Head Coach: Casey Haines

Assistant Coach: Brendan Logan

Event Budget: 10 home games & 6 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices / 1-weekly player development

Workout/Video: weekly dryland training & video session

Two High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $6,750.00

12UAAA (2014)
Head Coach: Grant Gallo

Assistant Coach: Gino DeBlasiis

Event Budget: 10 home games & 6 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices / 1-weekly player development

Workout/Video: weekly dryland training & video session

Two High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $6,750.00

13UAAA (2013)
Head Coach: Brenton Blaskie

Assistant Coach: Joey Strada

Event Budget: 10 home games & 6 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: two dryland training sessions & one video session weekly

Two High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $7,100.00

14UAAA (2012)
Head Coach: Joey Strada

Assistant Coach: Brenton Blaskie

Event Budget: 10 home games & 6 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: two dryland training sessions & one video session weekly

Two High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $7,100.00
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TIER 1 PROGRAM OVERVIEW
15UAAA (2011)
Head Coach: Kevin Smith

Assistant Coach: Alex Drulia

Event Budget: 8 home games & 7 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: two dryland training sessions & one video session weekly

Three High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl + instat video platform

Season Cost: $7,300.00

18UAAA (2008-2009)
Head Coach: Mike Busto

Assistant Coach: Tom Mensforth

Assistant Coach: Brendan Logan

Assistant Coach: Grant Gallo

Event Budget: 8 home games & 7 events

league: Independent

Practice: 3-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: two dryland training sessions & one video session weekly

Three High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl + instat video platform

Season Cost: $7,900.0016UAAA (2010)
Head Coach: Kevin Smith

Assistant Coach: Alex Drulia

Event Budget: 8 home games & 7 events

league: Independent

Practice: 3-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: two dryland training sessions & one video session weekly

Three High Performance Practice Weekends

Pre-Season Training Camp Weekend

access to hudl + instat video platform

Season Cost: $7,900.00
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TIER 1 (AAA) PRICE COMPARISON

2 0

11UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

6,750 6,530

8,155

12UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

6,750 6,530

8,155

13UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

7,100
7,505

8,995

14UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

7,100

8,100

9,095

15UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

7,300

8,100

10,495

16UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

7,900

8,750

10,995

18UAAA

QCR CANES JR. PREDS
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

7,900

9,545

10,995
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PROJECTED EVENTS FOR TIER 2

2 1

MyHockey Charlotte and Charleston

CCM Chicago

CAN AM Lake Placid

ACHC League Play

Projected AA Events

MyHockey Charlotte and Charleston

ACHC or CHL League Play

Projected A Events
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  10UAA & 12UAA 
Sasha Makarov (10UAA)

Coach Sasha Makarov grew up in Indian Trail, just

steps from the Extreme Ice Center, where he began his

hockey journey in 2006.

He played youth hockey throughout the Carolinas

until age seventeen, before pursuing a collegiate

hockey career. His path included three seasons in

junior hockey with the USPHL and the EHL. Sasha

achieved his goal of playing at the collegiate level,

spending two seasons at the University of Southern

Maine before completing his NCAA career at Anna

Maria College during his junior and senior years.

Following his playing career, Sasha returned to the

rink where it all began to coach youth hockey. Since

2020, he has been dedicated to developing players of

all ages and skill levels across the Carolinas,

combining his experience and passion to help each

athlete reach their full potential.

Mike Lorusso (12UAA)

Coach Mike is a Level 5 USA Hockey–certified coach

with over 15 years of experience developing youth

athletes across multiple age groups and competitive

levels. Formerly a Head Coach with CPH, he is

recognized for his high-energy coaching style and

his focus on cultivating habits of preparation,

resilience, and teamwork that extend far beyond the

rink.

Mike’s coaching philosophy is shaped by his experience

in elite hockey environments as well as more than 20

seasons of leadership in professional motorsports,

bringing a unique perspective on performance,

discipline, and athlete development.
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  14UAA, 16UAA, & 18UAA 
Nick Popp (14UAA and 16UAA)

Nick Popp brings extensive playing and coaching

experience to the rink. He played two seasons of

junior hockey in the USPHL Premier with the

Charleston Colonials, competing against top-tier

junior talent and honing his skills at a high level.

After his playing career, Nick transitioned into

coaching, dedicating several years to developing

players and building competitive teams. He spent one

season with the Charleston Jr. Stingrays, helping

guide the team to a national championship.

For the past six seasons, Nick has coached with the

Queen City Royals organization, contributing to the

growth of youth hockey in the Charlotte area and

mentoring players across all levels. Most recently,

he served as head coach of a 14UAAA team that

captured the NC State Championship in the 2025–2026

season.

Conrad Thibault (18UAA)

Coach C.J. began his hockey journey as a player in

Texas and Pennsylvania. In 2010, he won a state

championship with the Mars Planets before

continuing his career at the collegiate level.

C.J. went on to play five seasons of ACHC hockey with

the Gannon Golden Knights, gaining extensive

experience competing at the college level.

Following his playing career, he transitioned into

coaching, starting with four seasons at Hudson

High School in Ohio. Since 2020, C.J. has been a key

coach with the Queen City Royals in Charlotte,

leading over 200 games for the organization.

Throughout his coaching career, C.J. has helped more

than 25 players advance to the next level, including

junior hockey and NCAA Division III and ACHC

collegiate opportunities.



# e a r n t h e c r o w n# e a r n t h e c r o w n

2 0 2 6  -  2 0 2 7  q u e e n  c i t y  r o y a l s  h o c k e y2 0 2 6  -  2 0 2 7  q u e e n  c i t y  r o y a l s  h o c k e y
2 4

TIER 2 AA PROGRAM OVERVIEW
10UAA (2016-2017)
Head Coach: Sasha Makarov

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC

Practice: 2-weekly team practices / 1 player development

Workout/Video: 1x dryland training / bi-weekly video

Season Cost: $5,300.00

12UAA (2014-2015)
Head Coach: Mike Lorusso

Assistant Coach: Sasha Makarov

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC

Practice: 2-weekly team practices / 1 player development

Workout/Video: 1x dryland training / bi-weekly video

Season Cost: $5,300.00

14UAA (2012-2013)
Head Coach: Nick Popp

Assistant Coach: Ben Braynin

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC

Practice: 2-weekly team practices / 1 player development

Workout/Video: 1x dryland training / bi-weekly video

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $5,800.00

16UAA (2010-2011)
Head Coach: Nick Popp

Assistant Coach: Ben Braynin

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC

Practice: 2-weekly team practices / 1 player development

Workout/Video: 1x dryland training / bi-weekly video

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $5,800.00

18UAA (2008-2009)
Head Coach: Conrad Thibault

Event Budget: 10 home games & 5 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: 1x dryland training / bi-weekly video

access to hudl video platform

Season Cost: $5,500.00

** ADDITIONAL AA TEAMS MAY BE FORMED AT THE COMPLETION OF TRYOUTS **
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10UB (2016-2017)
Head Coach: TBD

Event Budget: 6 home games & 4 events

league: Independent

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,600.00

10UA (2016-2017)
Head Coach: Ryan Lovelace

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,900.00

12UA (2014-2015)
Head Coach: Jeff Holdenrid

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,900.00

14UA (2012-2013)
Head Coach: Joe Goudreau

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $5,100.00

18UA (2008-2009)
Head Coach: Cody Andreano

Event Budget: 10 home games & 5 events

league: ACHC

Practice: 1-weekly team practice

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,800.00

TIER 2 A PROGRAM OVERVIEW - SOUTH

16UA (2010-2011)
Head Coach: Steve Burgess

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $5,100.00
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TIER 2 A PROGRAM OVERVIEW - NORTH
10UA (2016-2017)
Head Coach: David Wool

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,900.00

12UA (2014-2015)
Head Coach: George Thompson

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,900.00

14UA (2012-2013)
Head Coach: Nick Colombo

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $5,100.00

16UA (2010-2011)
Head Coach: Cameron Mecca

Event Budget: 12 home games & 4 events

league: ACHC or CHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $5,100.00
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GIRLS PROGRAM OVERVIEW
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10U / 12U GIRLS (2014-2017)
Head Coach: Kelsey Neumann

Event Budget: 6 home games & 4 events

league: NGHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $4,600.00

14U / 16U GIRLS (2010-2013)
Head Coach: Alexis Gray

Assistant Coach: Bobby Thomas

Assistant Coach: Makenna Webster

Event Budget: 6 home games & 4 events

league: NGHL

Practice: 2-weekly team practices

Workout/Video: bi-weekly video & dryland

Season Cost: $5,200.00
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  GIRLS PROGRAM 
Laura Lundblad (Girls Hockey Director)

Laura Lundblad is the Girls Hockey Director for the

QCR, bringing elite playing experience and extensive

coaching expertise. 

She played four years of Division I hockey at

Quinnipiac University, earned her MBA, and played

professionally in Germany. 

With nine years of coaching experience and as

founder of Aspire Hockey Consulting, Laura develops

players through on-ice training, video analysis,

strength work, and prep school guidance, fostering

confident, competitive athletes and advancing girls’

hockey pathways.

Kelsey Neumann (Head coach 10U / 12U)

Kelsey Neumann is the Head Coach of the Girls 10/12U

Girls Program, bringing a true knowledge of the

game to our young athletes. 

A former professional goaltender with the Buffalo

Beauts, she spent 4 seasons competing at the highest

level of women’s hockey. 

Kelsey is passionate about developing young athletes,

focusing on strong fundamentals, confidence, and a

genuine love for the game. Her coaching style

emphasizes skill development, positivity, and helping

players grow both on and off the ice. 
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COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  GIRLS PROGRAM 
Alexis Gray (Head Coach 14U / 16U)

Alexis Gray is the Head Coach of the

14U/16U AA Girls program, bringing a

lifelong passion for hockey.

She played with the Jr. Thrashers, TPH,

and the Southern Flyers, gaining

experience in elite, high-performance

environments that shaped her well-

rounded approach to the game.

Over the past two seasons with the

QCR, Alexis has led multiple teams while

building a culture of growth, trust,

and accountability. Her player-first

philosophy emphasizes development,

empowerment, and helping young

women succeed in hockey and in life.

Makenna Webster (Assistant Coach)

Makenna Webster is a dual-sport

athlete who competed at both the

University of Wisconsin and The Ohio

State University, winning a National

Championship with each program.

At OSU, she was a member of both the

women’s ice hockey team and field

hockey team. Webster was also a 3-time

medalist with the U18 U.S Women’s Ice

Hockey National Team.

She is currently a member of the U.S

Women’s Field Hockey Team and was

drafted by the PWHL New York Sirens.

Bobby Thomas (Assistant Coach)

As a Level 4 USA Hockey Coach, Bobby is

entering his 6th season coaching with

the QCR Girls Program. In addition to

coaching, he is always active on the

ice as a player and Level 4 USA Hockey

Official. 

Bobby is committed to helping each

athlete develop to their fullest

potential throughout the season both

on and off the ice.
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GOALIE DEVELOPMENT

3 0

Goalie Development Sessions are held weekly, providing focused

instruction designed to enhance goaltenders’ skills, technique,

and game awareness. Sessions incorporate a combination of

puddle ice and full-ice drills during team practices, allowing

goalies to work on both position-specific fundamentals and in-

game scenarios.

Participants will receive expert guidance from our experienced

Goalie Instructors, Christian Pavlas and Bryan Holmberg, who

bring extensive playing and coaching experience to every session.

These sessions are tailored for goalies of all ages and skill levels,

with an emphasis on reflexes, positioning, puck tracking, and

overall confidence in the net.
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CONTINUED GROWTH FOR 2026-2027
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As our program continues to grow, we remain

committed to enhancing player development and

strengthening our presence in the community.

Recent initiatives include a new designated off-

ice facility within Extreme Ice Center, expanded

use of Hudl and InStat for video analysis, and

continued community involvement through

events and service initiatives.

Investing in current and future coaching

staff, administrators, and hockey personnel.

designated off-ice facility within the extreme

ice center.

hudl + instat for 15U, 16U, & 18U AAA teams

hudl for our 14U, 16U, & 18U AA teams.

continued involvement within the community:

veterans day game

organization of food drives

adoption of families during christmas time
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QUEEN CITY ROYALS APPAREL
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mandatory apparel package
for tier 1 players
Includes:

Workout shirt & shorts

Bauer puffer jacket

QCR polo

QCR gloves

Cost: $350.00

new tier 1 player package
Includes:

home & away jerseys

QCR hockey bag

Cost: $325.00

** DOES NOT INCLUDE MANDATORY APPAREL PACKAGE **

mandatory apparel package
for tier 2 / girls players
Includes:

Workout shirt & shorts

QCR Track suit

Cost: $185.00

new tier 2 / girls player package
Includes:

home & away jerseys

QCR hockey bag

Cost: $325.00

** DOES NOT INCLUDE MANDATORY APPAREL PACKAGE **

** $200 total for any returning player in need of new jerseys **
** $100 for a queen city royals hockey bag**
** $50 late fee if game jerseys are ordered after june 15  **th

TEAM FEE INCLUDED APPAREL:

Practice Jerseys

Practice Socks

Game Socks

** ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE BLACK HELMETS AND ALL
BLACK/QCR GLOVES BY AUGUST 15  **TH
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TIER 1 TRYOUTS
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11U

13U

15U

18U

12U

14U

16U

GOALIES

APRIL 3 : 9:00AM - 10:00AMRD

APRIL 3 : 2:30PM - 3:30PMRD

APRIL 4 : 8:00AM - 9:00AMTH

APRIL 3 : 9:00AM - 10:00AMRD

APRIL 3 : 2:30PM - 3:30PMRD

APRIL 4 : 8:00AM - 9:00AMTH

APRIL 3 : 11:20AM - 12:20PMRD

APRIL 3 : 4:50PM - 5:50PMRD

APRIL 4 : 10:20AM - 11:20AMTH

APRIL 3 : 11:20AM - 12:20PMRD

APRIL 3 : 4:50PM - 5:50PMRD

APRIL 4 : 10:20AM - 11:20AMTH

APRIL 3 : 4:00PM - 5:20PMRD

APRIL 4 : 12:30PM - 1:50PMTH

APRIL 4 : 6:10PM - 7:10PMTH

APRIL 3 : 4:00PM - 5:20PMRD

APRIL 4 : 12:30PM - 1:50PMTH

APRIL 4 : 6:10PM - 7:10PMTH

APRIL 3 : 7:10PM - 8:30PMRD

APRIL 4 : 3:30PM - 4:50PMTH

APRIL 4 : 8:30PM - 9:30PMTH

APRIL 3 : 7:10PM - 8:30PMRD

APRIL 4 : 3:30PM - 4:50PMTH

APRIL 4 : 8:30PM - 9:30PMTH

APRIL 3 : 10:10AM - 11:10AMRD

APRIL 3 : 3:40PM - 4:40PMRD

APRIL 4 : 9:10AM - 10:10AMTH

APRIL 3 : 10:10AM - 11:10AMRD

APRIL 3 : 3:40PM - 4:40PMRD

APRIL 4 : 9:10AM - 10:10AMTH

APRIL 3 : 1:00PM - 2:20PMRD

APRIL 4 : 11:30AM - 12:50PMTH

APRIL 4 : 5:00PM - 6:00PMTH

APRIL 3 : 1:00PM - 2:20PMRD

APRIL 4 : 11:30AM - 12:50PMTH

APRIL 4 : 5:00PM - 6:00PMTH

APRIL 3 : 5:30PM - 6:50PMRD

APRIL 4 : 2:00PM - 3:20PMTH

APRIL 4 : 7:20PM - 8:20PMTH

APRIL 3 : 5:30PM - 6:50PMRD

APRIL 4 : 2:00PM - 3:20PMTH

APRIL 4 : 7:20PM - 8:20PMTH

APRIL 3 : 12:30PM - 1:30PMRD

(11U, 12U, & 16U)
APRIL 3 : 6:00PM - 7:00PMRD

(13u, 14U, 15U, & 18U)

APRIL 3 : 12:30PM - 1:30PMRD

(11U, 12U, & 16U)
APRIL 3 : 6:00PM - 7:00PMRD

(13u, 14U, 15U, & 18U)

TIER 2 TRYOUTS
10U

14U

18U

12U

16U

10U/12U GIRLS

ALL GOALIES

MAY 1 : 5:00PM - 6:00PMST

MAY 2 : 9:00AM - 10:00AMND

MAY 2 : 1:40PM - 2:40PMND

MAY 1 : 5:00PM - 6:00PMST

MAY 2 : 9:00AM - 10:00AMND

MAY 2 : 1:40PM - 2:40PMND

MAY 1 : 6:10PM - 7:10PMST

MAY 2 : 11:20AM - 12:20PMND

MAY 2 : 4:00PM - 5:00PMND

MAY 1 : 6:10PM - 7:10PMST

MAY 2 : 11:20AM - 12:20PMND

MAY 2 : 4:00PM - 5:00PMND

MAY 1 : 6:10PM - 7:30PMST

MAY 2 : 1:40PM - 3:00PMND

MAY 2 : 6:20PM - 7:20PMND

MAY 1 : 6:10PM - 7:30PMST

MAY 2 : 1:40PM - 3:00PMND

MAY 2 : 6:20PM - 7:20PMND

MAY 1 : 7:40PM - 9:00PMST

MAY 2 : 3:10PM - 4:30PMND

MAY 2 : 7:30PM - 8:30PMND

MAY 1 : 7:40PM - 9:00PMST

MAY 2 : 3:10PM - 4:30PMND

MAY 2 : 7:30PM - 8:30PMND

MAY 1 : 7:20PM - 8:20PMST

MAY 2 : 5:10PM - 6:10PMND

MAY 1 : 7:20PM - 8:20PMST

MAY 2 : 5:10PM - 6:10PMND

MAY 1 : 5:00PM - 6:00PMST

MAY 2 : 10:10AM - 11:10AMND

MAY 1 : 5:00PM - 6:00PMST

MAY 2 : 10:10AM - 11:10AMND

14U/16U GIRLS
MAY 1 : 8:30PM - 9:30PMST

MAY 2 : 2:50PM - 3:50PMND

MAY 1 : 8:30PM - 9:30PMST

MAY 2 : 2:50PM - 3:50PMND

MAY 2 : 12:30PM - 1:30PMNDMAY 2 : 12:30PM - 1:30PMND
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TRYOUT PROCESS
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Evaluators

Tier 1: QCR Staff & Independent Evaluators (TBD)

Tier 2: QCR Staff & Independent Evaluators (TBD)

HOW WILL WE BE NOTIFIED?

Some players may receive early offers before tryouts conclude

All players will be notified via email within 24 hours of tryout

completion

Players will have 48 hours to accept and submit their non-

refundable deposit

If your skater is not selected, they will be invited to tryout at the

next level

APPAREL SIZING

All apparel will be available for sizing at tryouts. Forms must be

submitted before leaving the rink.

KEY TRYOUT DATES

AAA: April 3  & 4  (Secondary try-out date is possible, TBD)rd th

AA: May 1  & 2  st nd

A: (Pineville/XIC) May 9  & 10  th th
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SOUTHERN PROSPECTS HOCKEY ACADEMY
THE ACADEMY MODEL

The Southern Prospects Hockey Academy (SPHA)

provides student-athletes with the opportunity for

elite hockey development without requiring them

to leave home at a young age. High-level hockey

training demands significant ice time, a resource

that is limited in the Charlotte market. Over the

past 15 years, hockey academies worldwide have

become the most prevalent and effective model for

player development, and SPHA brings this proven

approach to the region.

DAILY ON AND OFF-ICE DEVELOPMENT

SKILL PROGRESSION

QUARTERLY GUEST SPEAKERS.

VIDEO REVIEW.

COMMUNITY SERVICE.
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QUEEN CITY ROYALS PARENT NIGHT ZOOM
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TIER 1 INFORMATIONAL ZOOM

APRIL 1  @ 7PMST

CONTACT MIKE BUSTO WITH ANY QUESTIONS AT

MIKEB@QCRHOCKEY.COM



LET’S GO ROYALS!
2026-2027
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	TIER 1 PROGRAM OVERVIEW
	15UAAA (2011)
	18UAAA (2008-2009)
	16UAAA (2010)
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	TIER 1 (AAA) PRICE COMPARISON
	TIER 2 (AA, A, B)
	GUIDE
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	PROJECTED EVENTS FOR TIER 2
	Projected AA Events
	Projected A Events
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	COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  10UAA & 12UAA
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	COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  14UAA, 16UAA, & 18UAA
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	TIER 2 AA PROGRAM OVERVIEW
	10UAA (2016-2017)
	12UAA (2014-2015)
	18UAA (2008-2009)
	14UAA (2012-2013)
	16UAA (2010-2011)
	** ADDITIONAL AA TEAMS MAY BE FORMED AT THE COMPLETION OF TRYOUTS **
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	TIER 2 A PROGRAM OVERVIEW - SOUTH
	10UB (2016-2017)
	10UA (2016-2017)
	12UA (2014-2015)
	14UA (2012-2013)
	16UA (2010-2011)
	18UA (2008-2009)
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	TIER 2 A PROGRAM OVERVIEW - NORTH
	12UA (2014-2015)
	10UA (2016-2017)
	14UA (2012-2013)
	16UA (2010-2011)
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	GIRLS PROGRAM OVERVIEW
	10U / 12U GIRLS (2014-2017)
	14U / 16U GIRLS (2010-2013)
	#earnthecrown

	2026 - 2027 queen city royals hockey

	COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  GIRLS PROGRAM
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	COACHING BIOGRAPHIES -  GIRLS PROGRAM
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	GOALIE DEVELOPMENT
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	CONTINUED GROWTH FOR 2026-2027
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	QUEEN CITY ROYALS APPAREL
	mandatory apparel package for tier 1 players
	Includes:

	mandatory apparel package for tier 2 / girls players
	Includes:

	new tier 1 player package
	Includes:

	new tier 2 / girls player package
	Includes:
	** $50 late fee if game jerseys are ordered after june 15th **
	TEAM FEE INCLUDED APPAREL:
	** ALL PLAYERS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE BLACK HELMETS AND ALL BLACK/QCR GLOVES BY AUGUST 15TH **
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	TIER 1 TRYOUTS
	11U
	12U
	APRIL 3RD: 9:00AM - 10:00AM APRIL 3RD: 2:30PM - 3:30PM APRIL 4TH: 8:00AM - 9:00AM
	APRIL 3RD: 10:10AM - 11:10AM APRIL 3RD: 3:40PM - 4:40PM APRIL 4TH: 9:10AM - 10:10AM


	TIER 2 TRYOUTS
	10U
	12U
	MAY 1ST: 5:00PM - 6:00PM MAY 2ND: 9:00AM - 10:00AM MAY 2ND: 1:40PM - 2:40PM
	MAY 1ST: 6:10PM - 7:10PM MAY 2ND: 11:20AM - 12:20PM MAY 2ND: 4:00PM - 5:00PM

	13U
	14U
	APRIL 3RD: 11:20AM - 12:20PM APRIL 3RD: 4:50PM - 5:50PM APRIL 4TH: 10:20AM - 11:20AM
	APRIL 3RD: 1:00PM - 2:20PM APRIL 4TH: 11:30AM - 12:50PM APRIL 4TH: 5:00PM - 6:00PM

	14U
	16U
	MAY 1ST: 6:10PM - 7:30PM MAY 2ND: 1:40PM - 3:00PM MAY 2ND: 6:20PM - 7:20PM
	MAY 1ST: 7:40PM - 9:00PM MAY 2ND: 3:10PM - 4:30PM MAY 2ND: 7:30PM - 8:30PM

	15U
	16U
	APRIL 3RD: 4:00PM - 5:20PM APRIL 4TH: 12:30PM - 1:50PM APRIL 4TH: 6:10PM - 7:10PM
	APRIL 3RD: 5:30PM - 6:50PM APRIL 4TH: 2:00PM - 3:20PM APRIL 4TH: 7:20PM - 8:20PM

	18U
	10U/12U GIRLS
	MAY 1ST: 7:20PM - 8:20PM MAY 2ND: 5:10PM - 6:10PM
	MAY 1ST: 5:00PM - 6:00PM MAY 2ND: 10:10AM - 11:10AM

	18U
	APRIL 3RD: 7:10PM - 8:30PM APRIL 4TH: 3:30PM - 4:50PM APRIL 4TH: 8:30PM - 9:30PM

	GOALIES
	14U/16U GIRLS
	MAY 1ST: 8:30PM - 9:30PM MAY 2ND: 2:50PM - 3:50PM
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	ALL GOALIES
	MAY 2ND: 12:30PM - 1:30PM
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	TRYOUT PROCESS
	HOW WILL WE BE NOTIFIED?
	KEY TRYOUT DATES
	#earnthecrown
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	SOUTHERN PROSPECTS HOCKEY ACADEMY
	#earnthecrown

	QUEEN CITY ROYALS PARENT NIGHT ZOOM
	TIER 1 INFORMATIONAL ZOOM APRIL 1ST @ 7PM
	CONTACT MIKE BUSTO WITH ANY QUESTIONS AT MIKEB@QCRHOCKEY.COM

	LET’S GO ROYALS!
	2026-2027

