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8U/9U In-House Rules

General
· A game consists of 75 minutes. No inning will be started that cannot be completed in that time frame.
· Bases are 60 feet apart.
· Pitchers mound is 42’ from the front of the rubber to the top of the plate. (For reference 9U-11U Travel it is 46’)
· No leading off or stealing.
· Overthrows of any kind are limited to one base. Advancing runners must stop when the fielding team returns the ball to the infield.
· A runner at 3rd base may not score on a wild pitch by the pitcher.
· The defensive team may have up to three coaches on the field for instructional purposes. It is recommended that the offensive team have a batting coach and two base coaches.
· Base coaches will make the calls at the bases. Players put out must return to the bench.
· If the City of Shakopee does not formally close the fields for rain it is up to Coaches to call rainouts. Cancelled games/practices will not be made up.



Fielding:
· The defensive team will have 6-9 players on the field. If you are short players, reduce outfield.
· Players should change fielding positions each inning.
· Coaches should provide equal playing time for all players, regardless of ability or desired position.
· A coach for the hitting team should back up the catcher so they don’t have to constantly run back to the backstop for wild pitches or passed balls.
· A pitcher can throw a MAX of 3 outs or 1 time through the batting order, whatever comes first.
Batting:
· Establish one batting order for the entire season. The batting order will then be continuous throughout the season. If a game ends with hitter #7, then hitter #8 should lead off the next game. All players will bat in an inning (whether they are in the field or not).
· 8U/9U is an introduction to kid pitch baseball. A player will pitch to a hitter as a normal at bat. The hitter will either hit the ball, “walk”, or “strikeout”. There are no official strike outs or walks. If a kid pitcher does “strike out” a hitter, then the hitter will hit the ball off a tee. The ball hit off the tee should be played as normal. An offensive team coach should stand behind the mound and call balls/strikes and to be able to come in to pitch in the result of a walk or HBP.
· If a hitter is walked or hit by the pitch, the offensive coach will throw 3 more pitches to the batter. If the batter does not hit the ball in those 3 pitches, then they will hit off a tee. The kid pitcher should stand by the mound and field the position. The player will then pitch to the next batter. There is no taking of base on a walk or hit by pitch.
· There are no strike outs for this age group. Outs must be recorded on the bases. 
· Teams will switch from offense to defense every 3 outs or once through the batting order. This is done to speed up the game. If it gets to the last batter in the line-up the inning is over if a force play is made or the ball is thrown to the catcher.
· When the batter hits the ball past the outfielders, the hitter can continue to run until the ball is returned to the infield. Once the ball is returned to the infield all runners must stop and there is no advancing on overthrows to a base,
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