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MBSA Single A Rules:  
1. A Single A game consists of six innings, unless indicated otherwise by these rules.   
· For Spring Season Games consist of 6 innings or 2 hour time limit. No new inning may begin after 1 hour and 45 minutes.
· ***Note: For Fall Ball: 1 hour 45 minute time limit or 6 innings, whichever comes first.
· For Spring Season, no new inning shall begin after the time limit of 1 hour and 45 minutes time limit has expired or the umpires discretion.
· For Fall Season, no new inning shall begin after the time limit of 1 hour and 30 minutes has expired or the umpires discretion.
· Games tied at the end of regulation are recorded as ties; no extra innings are played during regular season. For playoffs, extra innings will be played under California Rules until a winner is determined. 

· California Rules:
· The inning begins with one out, last batted out from previous inning on second base and each batter that comes to the plate will start with a 1 ball and 1 strike count. 
· MERCY RULE: The game ends if a team is ahead by 10 or more runs after 4 innings.
  
2. All players must play two complete defensive innings before the start of the fifth inning. There is unlimited defensive substitution as long as every player plays at least two  complete defensive innings. Exception: A player removed as pitcher may not  return as pitcher.   
  
3. A team must have eight players to start and/or continue the game. Should there be only eight players, the last batting slot shall be an “automatic out.” If a team has fewer than seven players, the team shall lose by forfeit.  Forfeitures should be avoided whenever possible. In the Single A Division, in the event a team does not have enough players to start or continue a game, the opposing team shall loan one or more of their players to the other team to meet the minimum eight players. A player from the Rookie Division can be borrowed to avoid forfeiture. 
  
4. No Leadoffs. Baserunners are allowed to take off once the ball crosses the plate. Runners are only allowed one bag per pitch. 
A. A player cannot advance on an overthrow. Example: Player steals from first to second, the catcher overthrows to second, the runner cannot take 3rd. There is NO STEALING HOME.  
B. A runner may not advance past third base (and score) on a steal. They may only advance home by the actions of the batter.
b.1 A runner may score from third base following any batted ball (base hit, fly ball, hit on error,   A runner shall NOT score on passed ball, wild pitch, or by a “steal” of home.  (Runners may advance to second or third base on these plays.) A runner may not score from third base as the catcher is returning the ball to the pitcher during or after a batter’s plate appearance. A runner on third base is not permitted to advance when a catcher attempts to throw out a runner attempting to “steal” second base or a back pick to first base.
  
5. Balks - There are no balks at this level.  
6. No infield fly rule.   
7. Single A Division will allow drop third strike. The drop third strike rule is in effect which means if on the called third strike the catcher does not catch the ball, the batter is allowed to run to first. The catcher will need to either throw the ball to the first basemen or tag the runner. An attempt back to the dugout is at the umpires discretion whether the batter is ruled safe or out.   
7A. On a Drop Third Strike, a runner may advance on an overthrow. Example: Drop Third Strike is called and the batter runs to first, the ball is thrown to first and missed, the player may advance to second, third, etc. until the ball is back to the pitcher.   
8. Bunting is allowed, no slashing (Slashing is when a batter shows bunt, but then brings back the bat and takes a full swing).    
9. PITCHING REGULATIONS:  
a. For Spring Season: A player is allowed to pitch six (6) innings in a week (Sunday through   
                   	 Saturday) for Spring/ Summer Season.   
  	  	  	a.1 For Fall Ball – pitchers are allowed to pitch a maximum of 4 innings a weekend.   
b. A player may not pitch more than three (3) innings in a calendar day. Pitchers shall have 40 hours rest after pitching three or more innings on one day. For the purposes of these rules, one pitch thrown constitutes an entire inning.   
b.1 For Fall Ball – Pitchers are allowed to throw a maximum of 4 innings in one single day or combination of two days (on the weekend). Example: If a pitcher throws one inning on Saturday, they are eligible to pitch 3 innings on Sunday. If they pitch two innings on Saturday, they are eligible to pitch on two innings on Sunday.   

0. The 10-run slaughter rule is in effect after the fourth inning. If the visiting team is   
ahead by 10 or more runs and the home team has completed an equal number of innings, the visiting team is declared the winner. The home is declared the winner the moment it scores 10 runs more than the visiting team in the fourth inning or later.  


i The Single A Division emphasizes fun, learning, and positive experiences for every player.
ii Coaches, parents, and players are expected to model good sportsmanship at all times.
iii Negative comments directed at players, coaches, umpires, or other parents will not be tolerated.
iv Violations may result in removal from the game or facility.
****Adults – Remember this is for the kids to have FUN and learn a sport we call LOVE. Nobody is signing a Professional Contract at 10 years old!****
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