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Since NLYHA began in 2012, the association has always stressed the importance of our players not only growing their skill set on the ice, but also to help them grow into outstanding members of society.  NLYHA is excited to offer in partnership with Shane Buntje’s friends and family, The Shane Buntje Memorial Scholarship.  Shane passed away in 2017 and this scholarship honors the passion that Shane had for playing and coaching hockey.  Shane grew up playing hockey in Pequot Lakes and knew that hockey was more than a game played on the ice, it was a classroom to teach young athletes the life skills to be successful after their hockey careers are long over.  

The “Shane Buntje Memorial “Scholarship fund was established by the friends and family of Shane Buntje to provide $750 in financial assistance for post-secondary education for those young men and women who participated in the Northern Lakes Youth Hockey Association. Shane loved playing and coaching hockey and mentoring younger children. His friends and family created this fund to honor his memory and his passion for hockey and higher education. Shane recognized the impact hockey had on his life in terms of teaching leadership, confidence and teamwork, strong attributes for youth as they further their learning and training in post-secondary education. This scholarship will be provided to one Male and one Female. Applicants need to do the following.
· Provide a brief essay on what hockey has meant to you.
· Provide your transcript
· Have skated with NLYHA for at least 2 years    
· Provide report card after First Semester of College for payment and maintain a “C” average
All applicants for the “Shane Buntje Memorial Scholarship will be reviewed and selected by the Buntje Family in conjunction with the NLYHA board.
Please send all submissions for the scholarship to nlyha.president@gmail.com by March 20th, 2026. The recipients will be named at the May NLYHA Board Meeting.
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