
K.Y.H.C. Executive Board Minutes 

1/8/26 

 

I. Call to Order: 6:32 PM 

• Present-Sarah Williams, Corinne Zagorski, Lisa Paschall, Aaron Pitts, Adam 

Koronkowski 

• Absent- Aimee Koronkowski, Amanda Tatro 

II. Proceeding meeting minutes 

• Approved 

III. Financial Report 

• Approved 

IV. Coyote Committee Report 

• All our Coyotes teams have a MLK tournament coming up in Madison! Managers have a 

master game schedule, so if you’d like to cheer on your fellow Coyotes you can! Peewee 

and Bantam games start Friday; Squirt and Mite games start Saturday! 

• This weekend’s Bantam v Chiefs game had to be rescheduled, so no Bantam game 

1/10… it will now be Friday 1/30 at 5:45pm, this is right before ONU takes on Notre 

Dame’s ACHA D3 hockey team! It will be an exciting evening at Ice Valley! 

• 8th grade night is planned for Feb 21st at 7pm against the Panthers, please come out and 

cheer on our 8th graders!  

• The Coyote banquet is scheduled for April 10 at 6pm and will be at the Elks again this 

year, same place as last year.  

• NWHL playoffs this year will look a little different; they start on Thursday February 26, 

so we could have games Thursday- Sunday that weekend. Championship games will be 

held the following weekend, March 7-8. We may have to move Peewee/Bantam practice 

the week of Feb 26, we will know more from NWHL next week; they plan to discuss 

playoffs at their board meeting. Managers will update in Crossbar if we need to make any 

changes, so be sure to check in there!  

• It’s time to name our Coyote Coach of the year! Nominations will be accepted through 

January 31. Start thinking of a Coyote coach that has positively impacted your player or 

team and send nominations with a short explanation of why you are nominating that 

coach to Aimee Koronkowski at coyote.chair@kankakeehockey.com 

V. Irish Committee Report 



• Irish record: 15-8-0 in league play, 19-9-1 overall this season. Irish are currently ranked 

in 6th place in Illinois West with only 5 more regular season games to go. 

• Irish Alumni game went well. We had 18 alumni sign up to play against our current Irish 

from the years 88-89 to 2024-2025 season. Current Irish came out with a 11-10 win over 

the Alumni. Big thanks to another alumni, Tyler Bayston, for being our ref as well as to 

our previous Irish Committee chair, Andy Gonzalez, for announcing. It was a fun and 

exciting game, and we look forward to future years. 

• The Irish have been asked to participate in a fundraising game benefiting Kankakee 

Valley Park District to play against Champaign United, a combined team of Champaign 

police and firefighters. The game will be this Saturday, January 10th at 6:00pm at Ice 

Valley. 

• Senior Night is planned for January 24th at 6:30pm for our game against Minooka. 

• Illinois West regular season play will end on Sunday, January 25th. Quarter finals will 

begin the weekend of January 30-February 1st if we remain in the West Cup playoffs (top 

8 teams). If we end the season in the bottom 8 of the rankings, we will be in the 

McKeague Cup playoffs that will run January 30-February 8th and give us a home game 

for quarterfinals. We would have to advance to semi-finals in the West Cup in order to 

have a home semi-final game. Finals would be a 3 game series and run February 16-22 

for West Cup, and February 20-22 for McKeague Cup. 

• Illinois West All Star Game will be March 8th at Rosemont Ice Arena. Information on 

nominations and selection will be sent to the coaches, in January or early February. 

• Irish have selected their 2nd tournament for the season and will be traveling to 

Kalamazoo, Michigan for the Green Ice Classic March 13-15. 

• There is a possibility of a second Skate with the Irish for the end of the season. More will 

be decided once we know how playoffs will look and determine a good night for it. 

• Irish banquet will be held at the Kankakee Boat Club, and a date is in the works. We have 

submitted a request for possible dates and are waiting to hear back. 

• A spring survey has been sent to the current Irish team and 14u players that will become 

Irish eligible to decide a plan for a spring season.  

VI. IVC Report 

• Ice Valley is working on the summer schedule. This is the year the ice will be taken down 

to repaint. As soon as there is a solidified plan, we will be updated. The club has asked 

them to put serious consideration into hockey programing for the summer schedule. 

• Sarah Williams has been in contact with a representative from AHAI. This representative 

has expressed interest in working with our park district to implement programing such as 

but not limited to Little Blackhawks, or the Wolves equivalent at Ice Valley. Sarah will 

be putting the AHAI representative in touch with the park district. 

VII. Fundraising Committee Report 

• Club Fundraising:  

o There are no updates 

 



• Family Fundraising: 

o The last family fundraiser will be for Butter Braids.  The information about this is 

coming soon. 

o Family credits from the first 3 fundraisers have been turned in and will be added 

to accounts. 

▪ Families that participated in Little Ceasars earned $530 in total. 

▪ Families that participated in the Cookie Dough fundraiser earned $828.30 

in total. (We sold enough to enter the 25% back tier!) 

▪ Families earned $250 from the wreath fundraiser, with an additional 

$88.12 from online sales. 

  

• Ad Book:  

o We have received the proof and multiple people are in the process of reviewing 

and proofing it. 

VIII. Marketing and Promotions Committee Report 

After lots of discussions, we decided our main goal for the marketing and promotions committee 

this year is to increase community connections and engagement. We want to not only get our 

name out there but also build rapport and relationships with families outside of the club once 

they know we exist. Our plans for the year will focus on that goal.  

• Spiritwear 

o DK is up and running and new items have been added. Kari has been trying to get 

a few new designs in the shop. We are already talking about ideas for Spring/Fall 

to be prepared as things wind down.  

• Flyers 

o We put up flyers of home game schedules for all Coyote teams both upstairs by 

the door and downstairs by the doors leading into the rink. The flyers were printed 

at Staples and were around $1 a piece.  

• Social Media 

o We really need some parents (particularly Bantam & PeeWee) to help us out and 

get videos into PhotoCircle so we have content from all teams to pull from.   

o Teage has sort of figured out a work around for the Instagram sound issue for 

now, but it involved paying for an app that has music options. We need to really 

think about our social media and who has permissions for what to make things as 

easy as possible. On the Coyotes accounts, we've continued to post more reels and 

have the weekend coyote schedules set to go out on Thursdays.  

o Lisa and Joe have been handling all the Irish content on Facebook and Instagram 

and are doing great. Weekly schedules and score recaps along with cool reels are 

being shared.  



• Recruitment 

o We have not heard back from the rink about joining forces and going to classes, 

but will follow up. We've been brainstorming some ideas in our committee. 

o Kari has called several places to get info about ad banners at local spots like 

Adventure Commons. Currently, it seems too expensive to be worth it.  

o Teage sent out a short anonymous survey this week to have the new Mite families 

fill out. We are hoping this will give us a better direction for recruitment. We 

added 9 new Mite families to the club this year, so we think getting their feedback 

about how they heard about us will really help us figure out what has been 

working to get people in. 

o We have started a running list of community events that we want to try to have a 

table at. If you know of anything we may not have thought of, please share that 

with us. We also realize that there will likely be a fee associated with these 

events, so we will be relaying that information as it comes available, to make the 

best decisions for our resources. 

 

IX. Highschool Partnership Committee Report 

o The committee is continuing to communicate with the area high schools and 

obtaining jpegs of their logo for patches. The plan is currently to have patches 

ready for player jerseys in Fall 2026. 

X. Unfinished Business 

•  n/a 

XI. New Business 

• Spring Hockey survey is out for High School and will be coming soon for 

Coyotes. 

• The club is applying for Tier II designation. This must go through an approval 

process, and there is still plenty to discuss as we look at this option for our club. 

• Volunteering Update: 

o Family volunteer hours are updated on the crossbar accounts through the 

end of December. Team donations for tournaments have not been applied 

yet. As a reminder, roughly $20 value equals one credit 

o At this point 

▪ 63% (34/54) families have completed hours 

▪ 37% (20/54) families have not completed their hours. 

• Of which 13 families have 50% or less of their hours 

completed. 



o Families are encouraged to check their accounts and reach out to 

volunteer@kankakeehockey.com with any questions or concerns. This 

volunteer year ends on February 16th.  

o If you still need hours, please consider helping to plan the end of the year 

banquets. Sign-ups are on the website. You may also consider planning a 

team event/party/outing as well. 

 

• The board is accepting nominations and/or letters of interest for the following 

board positions that are expiring in March.  

o Secretary 

o Coyote Committee Chair 

o Registrar 

Please send your nominations/letters of interest to  

Secretary@kankakeehockey.com  

XII. Public Comment 

•  n/a 

XIII. Adjournment/Next meeting 

• Adjournment:   7:49 PM  

• Next Meeting: 6:30 pm on Wednesday, February 4th at Ice Valley 
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