K.Y.H.C. Executive Board Minutes
4/2/26
I. Call to Order: 6:40 PM
a. Present-Sarah Williams, Corinne Zagorski, Amanda Tatro, Adam Koronkowski, Lisa Paschall, Kari Jamicich, Aaron Pitts
II. Proceeding meeting minutes
a. Approved
III. Financial Report
a. Approved
IV. Coyote Report (Mite, Squirt, Peewee, Bantam)
a. The end of year banquet is Friday, 4/10. After the Elks Club took a large amount of damage in the storm a few weeks ago, we were lucky enough to be able to move to Kankakee Country Club. We are using decorations from last year with some added pops of color that Emily Herbst is providing. Leanne Gregoire has been working on getting desserts. 
b. Mom’s night out is Friday Marh 3rd! Most sweatshirts were picked up at practice; sweatshirts not picked up will be brought to the restaurant. 
c. Practices kicked off this week, March 31st, for all 4 levels. Practice on Tuesday, May 5th, had to be moved to Wednesday, May 6th, for all four levels. Times are still the same. 
d. The first order of jerseys came in and were handed out at Tuesday’s practice this week. The second order should be in shortly. We will also have two players who joined later, and their jersey orders had to be placed separately. If these jerseys do not arrive in time for games, we will find temporary jerseys for the players to wear. 
e. Squirt game scheduling took place on March 22nd.  Squirts have 4 away games and 4 home games. Their first game is on April 12th at Riverdogs, and their first home game is on April 19th. Unfortunately, due to some ice conflicts, two home games will need to be rescheduled. The squirt manager will update their team once the new games are set. Squirts also had a new player join this week. They have 15 skaters (2 are part-time goalies) and 3 players who are practice only. 
f. Peewee and Bantam game scheduling took place via email last week. Both teams have 3 home and 3 away games. Peewees first game is on April 11th in Darien, and their first home game is on April 12th. The peewees have 7 skaters, 1 full-time goalie, and one practice-only player. Bantams first game is a home game on April 19th. Bantams have 13 skaters and one full-time goalie. Unfortunately, due to some ice conflicts, each team will have to reschedule a home game. Both managers will update teams once the new games are set. NIHL also informed us that there is a possibility that there will be no playoffs for their teams. They said leagues will be voting on it, and they will keep us updated. If there ends up being no playoffs, the Coyotes are going to investigate what can be done to compensate the teams.   
g. Coach evaluations and feedback went out this week, and responses have begun coming in. We encourage families to keep filling these out for all the coaches their player(s) had in the fall. 
V. Irish Report
a. Illinois West All Star game was March 8th at Rosemont Ice Arena, with Tony Johnston, Dexter Nordmeyer and Brodie Most representing the Blue team. They ended with a win over the White team. It was a fun game and the commentators had a lot of good things to say about our Irish players how our season was this year.
b. Irish traveled to Kalamazoo, Michigan March 13-15 for the Green Ice Classic tournament. While game play didn’t quite go our way, we had some really close, competitive games. Irish ended 5th. Overall, it was a fun weekend and some great end of season team bonding.
c. Irish banquet was held at the Kankakee Boat Club on Friday March 27th . Thank you to those parents that helped with decorating beforehand and especially cleaning up after we were done. We had a great turnout and had a fun night.
d. Congrats to our 13 Irish players that earned Academic Awards from Illinois West this season. Also, Congrats to Dexter Nordmeyer who also received an additional award from Illinois West for being the top JV scoring Champion, finishing the Illinois West season with 40 goals and 30 assists for a total of 70 points in the regular season. In addition to Dexter being the top scorer, Brodie Most was 2nd in the league with 29 goals, 30 assists for a total of 59 points, and Jace Adams earned himself 27 goals, 29 assists for a total of 56 points for regular season.
e. The club is purchasing a bulk amount of the green CCM shells to have on hand for any incoming Irish players. These will be added to the uniform package at registration and will be required for new Irish players to purchase. If any returning players need to purchase a new shell, please let Lisa know so we can make sure we have enough ordered for new players to start the season with due to the longer lead times on this special order piece.
VI. Coyote Midget Report
a. Midgets finished registration with 26 skaters and 2 goalies for Spring season. We will be able to field two teams and evaluations will be held April 2nd at 6:45pm.
b. Both teams will continue to practice together on Thursdays from 6:45-8pm until the end of spring season
c. Mark Calahan will head coach for both teams. Assistant coaches will be Elliot Kraft, Matt Zagorski and Max Williams. Thank you to everyone else that expressed interest in helping with the Midget teams. If there are any game conflicts and extra bench help is needed Coach will reach out.
d. Unfortunately, our initial plan of participating in the Midget decision of NIHL’s spring season did not work out. NIHL did not have enough commitment at the midget level. With this development, we have made the decision to transition to a tournament only option for our teams. We have 4 local Chicago tournaments we are looking into. We will decide on 2 tournaments for each team once evaluations are done and we know the team make-up and availability of players and coaches.
e. Spring is a busy time, as we get into spring sports, proms, graduations and any other school or family activities, so we will try to do the best we can to accommodate when deciding which tournaments, but it will mostly be based on majority availability. Possible weekends are April 24-26, May 1-3, May 15-17, and May 29-31. Please contact Lisa, irish.chair@kankakeehockey.com, if your player is unavailable any of these weekends.
VII. IVC Report
a. The rink will be down for ice takeout/maintenance July 3rd-Aug 3rd (if ice out goes smooth, we may open up earlier). The Coyote/Irish Locker room logos are starting to peel; this would be a great time to redo these.
b. The rink is still working on some types of camps/programs for the summer and will get that info out ASAP
c. Little Blackhawks has 19 registered currently.  They may need assistance of 1-2 people if there is anyone that would want to volunteer (High School age or above). The ice time is 6-7pm on Fridays from April 10th-May 22nd. Anyone that helps would receive passes for Drop-In hockey. If interested, please reach out to Zach at Ice Valley @ zmullady@kvpd.com. 
d. A huge thanks to Aaron Pitts for his donations of a new TV upstairs and fixing/re-keying the trophy case. 
e. Director Ross wants the trophy case and Banners around the whole facility cleaned up. Zach is still formulating a plan, but may need assistance from KYHC with that. 
f. We have discussed a bulletin board in the past. As we are trying to clean up the appearance of the facility we would like to refrain from things being taped up all around. Zach is offering the bulletin board in the lower lobby that is on the wall of the main stairs, to the club. He is also figuring out a way to get another board or maybe something digital upstairs so everything can be seen there as well. 

VIII. Committee Updates
a. Open Committee Positions –The descriptions for committee positions have been updated. An interest inventory was emailed to families. If you have not already, please indicate if you are interested in serving in any of these roles. We would like to get our committees organized prior to the start of fall season.  This way we can get our fundraisers, events, and ad book information out around registration time.
i. We are need of people to chair each of the fundraising initiatives: the Ad Book, Family Fundraising, and Club Fundraising. Serving in any of these roles will meet your family volunteering requirements.
b. Fundraising Committee Report
i. Family Fundraising: Kristi Porter and Aaron Pitts have volunteered to help with the laundry soap fundraiser.  Information will be shared with them. 
c. Marketing and Promotions Committee Report 
i. Teage is working on doing a small spirit shop with Elite for spring, featuring the same logo as our spring jerseys. More info to come probably by the end of the week 
ii. Social Media posts will continue through the spring season. Keep submitting videos.
iii. With Farmers/Summer Markets coming, please keep an eye on local markets and when their registrations are opening. So far, the committee plans to contact Manteno, Kankakee, Momence, and Grant Park. Assuming availability of the committee, the committee would like to attend some community events this spring/summer. We will be looking for volunteers to attend these events once we are registered. 
d. Highschool Partnership Committee Report
i. The committee is continuing to communicate with the area high schools and obtain jpegs of their logo for patches. The committee still needs jpegs for Clifton Central, Kankakee, and Reed Custer. The plan is currently to have patches ready for player jerseys in Fall 2026. In the next few years, we have players moving up from Grant Park and Momence. Those schools will be added to the list next year.  If you are interested in representing one of these schools please reach out to volunteer@kankakeehockey.com. 
IX. Unfinished Business
a. The club has applied for Tier II designation. There are no updates at this point. This will remain on the agenda as we update the club with developments.
X. New Business
a. n/a
XI. Public Comment
a. The Bleyle family shared a flyer about a minor league baseball team having a hockey night with $8 discount tickets for groups. 
XII. Adjournment/Next meeting
a. Adjournment:  7:38 PM
b. Next Meeting: 6:30 pm on Wednesday, May 6th at Ice Valley

