March, 1996:
Fighting for gyms has
always been an uphill
battle - Space, Time,
Money and the
gigantic bureaucracy -
Daily New & NY Times
1996 articles
chronicle our efforts
and frustrations.

IN THE NEWS

L.
NORMAN BECKER cutside IS 51, one schael he Says changes too much far gym rentatl,

Just try following
the bouncing bifl

Moarman RBoecker, who is &l war
with the Board of Education.

He is the president of the Tiih Pre-
cancl Youth Council in Park Slope,
Brooklym, u.n DI‘ngJJJ’ElIDI‘L that aflers a
kalbaill e of 63 teams for 700
kids, ages E l.I:lmuLh 18. Without this
Jt.-ilguf"-. in @ Lime of budgel cuts, these
Lids will have nowhere o play ball
threugh 15 winter weeks.

In the spring and summer, thay ofTer
the same program for bascball. But it
i= the winter baskeiball program that
15 a scandal and has

MY LATEST LOCAL HERD is

cleaner 58313 an hour. On and on,
flecing chilelremn,

IC this was & car mechanie shop,
there would be an indictmentl on Lhe
LU

“There is sl no explanalion as o
wiy 1 was ch 1 thee = pir ar
half the o he says, “AlL L got was
nasty stenewalling. Then when 1 gues:
Lioned one Bill at Dislocet 15, o seere-
tary who had drafted the bU1 admotled
she had overcharged hy 37000 I ]
hadn’L gone in person lo ask aboud i
the board would have just kepl S

harl ] parenis’

Ted Becker, these kids
and their parents into
a1l Byeamtine finooneisk
horror

The Hpoard of 2du-
cation, part of the City
of Mew York, charged
the 7810 Precinet
Youlh Council
36,000 for the weekend use of three
publiz sehool gymnasiums thaet would
biave heen otherwise as emply as the
cillous heart of the Board of Ed,

IF vy of these kids did (he same
thing in a schaolyard, they would be
charged wilh extortion.

Slick with this |:'|1’.|51"|y. becanuse nnth-
g as ewver simple when il comes bo the
Bopard ol Ed. Becker knows this, having
recently relired aller beaching bm]w‘.!'
at South Shere High loe 33 yvears.

“We used three schoals frem two dis-
lricls,” Becker says. PS5 282 in [Hslrict
13 sod S 321 and 1S 51 in District 15
Mow, T gol charged $16,000 by 1%5 269 for
A3 hours aweek, right? Jkay, then [ also
el eharged 16,000 by 15 51 T 14 hou s
E . Bamesized pms, hall the time,
SO 1 mu(‘}'. When I ask about il, Lhey
shrug or get nasty and sy dilleraent
bozireds charge different rates.”

S0 Becker checked into this. He
merl 1I1|ﬁ was not true, He also askod

s told dhat
| after he
pakd it S0 he pald and then ol ao -
deciphersble coded bill, Bul he did
Uigare oul he was charged 326 53 Toe e
ery light switeh o be turned on ]
tounbock a bathroom; 535 to pull down
the stands in the gym, another 535 o
put them baok up, For lubor churges, n
lirepzan was paid S7TL26 an hooe and a

dollars,

The stary, which
First was reported in
the Tark Slope Couri-
er, gotthe atlention of
Borough President
Howard Golden's ol-
Fiee. They basve 5 el-
uled an April 1 moe
ing on the moller, which is appropri-
gve, becauwss the parents who pay 5130
for their kids 1o join the 78ih Precinet
Youth Council are being takem for
Euula by the city,

“This is & progeam that takes kids ofT
the streets. and with over 100 volun-
teers — thus what the city %.Imulr:l (315
wlavimgg and they ane chi
Hecker says, “Gouging us, Ye
private schools like Derke l.' C‘<l|rnll
who give us space for leee, and a public
school is robbing us. It's outrageous
and it s also elist [L Kesps pushl
our fees up. Which means poar Kids
can't afTord 1o play becavse their fam-
ilies can™t come up with the $130 per
child we have o charge o meel tese
eosts "

There §s another scondal  buricd
here. When Hecker tried to find oot
where this extorted money actually
went, he wis told itwent 1o the mavar's
oflice, The mavor's office said it went
1o tha sebools cpstoediens, The custoadi
ans, the most corrupt mab in tha city,
smid the Lol went 1o the local schonl
Bozrd. The lecal bonrd said it went to
the contreal =chool board, who in turn
siid i1 went o the mayor's oflice wio
in=ist it went to the custodians

Where it doesn’l go bs 1o one single

E )
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Gym Costs
Are Dimming
Hoop Dreams

MNorman Becker, a retired high
school teacher, didn't start battling
the Board of Education until afler he
resigned,

Ag president of the 78th Precinct
Youth Council, Mr. Becker runs af-
ter-school basketball programs for
more than 600 children 5 to 18. He
relies on public school gymnasiums
and argues that the 38,000 he has
been charged for a four-month sea-
son 15 exorbitant and will make it
impossible to waive lees Tor linan-
cially strapped families.

“We're doing what the Board of
Education can’t do,” said Mr.
Becker, whase program is the cily's
largest. “The public schools should
be free.”

Even by the Board of Education's
OWn accounting system, he points
out, he is being overcharged by at
least $5.000 for use of three Park
Slope gyms. Now, he says, he will
have (o turn away more than 100

students wha can’ pay the $130 fee,

“We don't want to refuse anyone
who can’t pay,' he said, “But I'm
Boing to have to say if vou can't pay,
you can't play basketball.”

School officials  contend that
charges applied to all groups that
use public school space are unavoid-
able because they are dictated by
the contracts with the custodians
who open and close the buildings.
Their hourly wages are set under
contract with the Mayor's office.

“We don't make these formulas,”
said Jesse Pincas, who oversees [i-
nancing for after-schoal programs in
Park Slope for Community School
Board 15. “It changes every year the

The Pavilion, the historic Art
Deco movie house on the south-
western edge of Prospect Park,
opened its doors to moviegoers
lasl Weidnesday after two years
of renovations and a decade of
disuze.

The theater, formerly the
Sanders Theater, opened with
three screens that will show a
mix of movies — a family fea-
ture, a blockbuster and a low-
budget film, said Norman Adie,
anowner. The 1,(00-seat house,

UPDATE

It's a Whole New Showplace

which alsohas a cafe that over-
Inoks the park, will expand to
five screens this summer, he
said.

The Pavilion, on Prospect

. Park West between 14th and

15th Streets, had been scheduled
to open in February, but Mr.
Adie said the harsh winter and
construction problems delaved
its debut. *'We have tried pains-
takingly to retain some of the
orlginal ambience,” he said. “It
was time-consuming.” M.F.C.

Norman
Becker says
he is being
overcharged |
for gym use
for his after-
schoal pro-
ETan

contract is negotiated.

Enrollment in Mr. Becker's fall
program, which serves eight neigh-
barhoods, more than doubled be-
cause budget cuts had wiped out
several other after-school programs.
Then, a few private schools that had
provided free space could no longer
make their gyms available.

So in Movermnber, Mr, Becker be-
gan renting more gymnasium space
from three Park Slope public schools
the group had used before. He was
naot, however, receiving written bills,
and when he went to the office of
Community School Board 15 in Janu-
ary to get ane, all that was available
was a printout of the overall charge,
not itemized. The local communily
school board collects the fees for the
Board of Education, which pays the
custodians and other costs, When he
did ultimately get a bill from the
central office, he says, he found he
had been charged for labor costs
plus additional tasks — $6.53 every
time a light switch was turned on
and off and 335 to move the bleach-
BrS.

“The cost is exorbitant," Mr. Pin-
cas acknowledged. It is our conten-
tion that the schools should be open
24 hours a day at no charge.'”

Still, some ifelief is on the way.
Last week, officials of Borough Pres-
ident Howard Golden’s office met
with Mr. Becker and have promised
Lo try 1o resolve some of the billing
discrepancies. Mr. Golden also allo-
cated §2,500 to Mr. Becker’s group to
defray some of the school system's
charges. MARK FRANCIS COHEN



