GAHANNA YOUTH CHEER
ZERO TOLERANCE BULLYING POLICY

OUR COMMITMENT
Gahanna Youth Cheer is dedicated to providing a safe, positive, and inclusive environment for all athletes. Every participant deserves to feel respected, supported, and confident. Bullying of any kind will not be tolerated.

WHAT IS BULLYING?
Bullying is intentional, repeated behavior that harms, intimidates, or excludes another individual. This includes:
1. Verbal: name-calling, teasing, threats, or hurtful comments
1. Physical: hitting, pushing, or damaging belongings
1. Social: excluding others, spreading rumors, embarrassing someone
1. Cyber: inappropriate messages or posts via social media or text
1. Nonverbal: eye-rolling, mocking, or intimidating gestures

ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY
Gahanna Youth Cheer enforces a zero tolerance policy for bullying. Any athlete, coach, parent, or participant engaging in bullying behavior will face immediate consequences.

EXPECTATIONS
All athletes, coaches, and families are expected to:
1. Treat everyone with kindness, respect, and sportsmanship
1. Encourage and support teammates
1. Help create a positive team environment
1. Report bullying behavior immediately
1. Use social media responsibly

REPORTING BULLYING
Bullying should be reported right away to a coach or program director.
Reports may be made by:
1. Athletes
1. Parents/Guardians
1. Coaches/Volunteers
All reports will be handled promptly and as confidentially as possible.

CONSEQUENCES
Consequences may include:
1. Verbal warning and parent/guardian meeting
2. Immediate dismissal for severe behavior

SUPPORT FOR ATHLETES
We are committed to supporting athletes impacted by bullying by:
1. Providing a safe and supportive environment
1. Encouraging open communication
1. Ensuring inclusion in all team activities

OUR TEAM VALUES
At Gahanna Youth Cheer, we believe:
1. Teamwork and respect come first
1. Every athlete matters
1. Kindness builds stronger teams
Together, we build athletes up — never tear them down.

