			Belle Plaine Basketball Association By-Laws	
				                  Dated 4-1-2009 (updated Dec of 2023)	
The Belle Plaine Basketball Association (BPBA) was formed in October 2008 to promote youth basketball for boys/girls living in the Belle Plaine School District (ISD 716) attendance area.	
						Article I 
						Purpose
The Belle Plaine Basketball Association (BPBA) exists to complement the school and community education basketball programs already in place within the school district or fill a gap where no program exists. Its philosophy may not be identical to that of the schools.
	At the kindergarten, first, and second-grade levels, the BPBA will work with the community education program to design a program to expose children to the sport, spur their interest, and give them some fundamentals while encouraging their continued future participation.
	At the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade levels, the BPBA will work with the community education program to develop programs that continue to provide the fundamentals while allowing players to compete in tournament competitions at home and away locations.
	The seventh and eighth-grade levels will be able to host their BPBA-sponsored invitational tournaments and participate in away tournaments.
						Article II
						Members
	The members of the Belle Plaine Basketball Association shall consist solely and exclusively of those who pay an amount as established by the Board of Directors.
						Article III
					     Board of Directors	 

	Section 1:  Number and Qualifications. The general management and control of the association's operations shall be vested in a Board of Directors, consisting of a minimum of six (6) members and a maximum of twelve (12) members as established by the Board of Directors.  One non-voting seat is reserved for a Boys and Girls Basketball High School coaching staff member each.  
	Section 2: Terms of Office and Election.  Terms of office for the Board members shall be two (2) years, with one-half being elected each year at the annual meeting.  The seven (7) members of the Board at the time of this writing shall serve until the Association sets a specific date and time for the annual meeting and subsequent election.  Members nominated for the Board of Directors shall be elected by ballot by a simple majority of eligible voting members present.
	Section 3:  Vacancies. If any vacancies occur on the Board of Directors because of death, resignation, or otherwise, the remaining Directors, by a majority vote, shall elect a successor to hold office for the unexpired term.
	Section 4: Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held at the same time as the annual meeting of the membership.  Ten (10) days written notice of the annual meeting of the membership and the Board of Directors shall be posted via the website, town newspaper (Belle Plaine Herald), or mailed (e-mail acceptable) to each member and Director. The Annual meeting will be the second weekend of the month in April.
	Section 5: Regular Meetings.  The Board of Directors shall meet at such times and upon such notice as the Board may determine by resolution duly adopted from time to time.
	Section 6:  Special Meetings.  Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be held at any time and place at the call of their President or upon the call of majority (51%) of the Board of Directors communicated to each Director in writing (email) at least five (5) days before the meeting.  The purpose of the special meeting and the time and place thereof shall be specified in said written notice.
	Section 7: Attendance at Meetings.  Directors are expected to regularly attend all meetings of the Board and their respective assigned committees, if any.  Regular non-compliance with this provision may be a basis for removal from the Board.
	Section 8: Removal of Directors.  At any regular or special meeting called, any one or more Directors may be removed by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire Board, and a successor shall be elected under Section 3 of this Article.
	Section 9: Quorum. At all meetings of the Board of Directors and its committee, a majority of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and the acts of the majority present at any meetings at which a quorum is present shall be the acts of the Board of Directors.  If there be less than a quorum present, the majority of those present may adjourn the meeting from time to time until a quorum shall be present.
	Section 10: Depositories.  The Board of Directors shall designate the bank or trust companies in which the monies and securities of the Association shall be deposited.
						Article IV
						 Officers
	Section 1: Designation.  Officers of the Association shall be at least four (4) in number and shall consist of a President, a Vice-President or President-elect, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors.
	Section 2: Nomination and Election. At the annual meeting of the Board of Directors, the Directors shall nominate and elect individuals to fill the offices of the Association who shall hold such offices until their successors have been duly elected and qualified.
	Section 3: Duties. The President shall be the Association's principal officer and preside at all Board of Directors' meetings. President shall have general supervision of the business of the Association subject to the general direction of the Board.
	The Vice-President shall take the place of the President whenever the President is absent or unable to act.  If neither the President nor Vice-President is present, the Board may appoint some other member of the Board to act on an interim basis.  It is the intention that the Vice-President shall become President upon fulfilling the President’s term or if a vacancy should occur in the Presidency.  The Vice-President shall also perform such other duties as may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors from time to time.
	The Secretary shall provide for the keeping of all minutes of meetings of the Board and the Board committees; see that all notices are duly given following these by-laws; provide custodianship of the Association’s records, maintain a register of the addresses of all the members and members of the Board of Directors, and in general, perform all duties incident to the office and such other duties as may from time to time be assigned to them by the President or by the Board of Directors.
	The Treasurer shall keep correct and accurate accounts of the properties and financial transactions of the Association and, in general, perform all of the duties incident to the office of the Treasurer and such duties as may from time to time be assigned to them by the President or Board of Directors.
						
Article V
     Board Committees	
		 The Board of Directors shall have the power to appoint members to its established committees.  These may include but are not limited to committees dealing with fundraising, tryout coordination, tournament planning, volunteer hours, equipment, instruction, coaching, and supervision.
						Article VI
					     General Provisions		
		Section 1: Compensation. Members of the Board of Directors and the officers shall serve without compensation for their services as Directors or officers.  Directors and officers may be reimbursed for all expenses reasonably incurred on behalf of the Association.
		Section 2: Tournament Team Guidelines. Teams shall be made up of students that attend or are located within the Belle Plaine School District and are registered with the Association.  Should there be a shortage of players, combination teams may be made with the approval of the Board of Directors.  No player shall be allowed to play at a higher grade level unless the higher grade lacks sufficient numbers.  Board of Directors’ approval is required for players to play at a higher grade level.
		Tryouts will be held for all players in grades 5-8 interested in participating on the traveling/tournament teams.  Any grades younger than 5th that wish to travel to play in out of town tournaments will need board approval.  Tryouts will be held on a date prior to the start of the community education in-house ball unless the board of directors assigns a different date.  Tryouts will be evaluated by Belle Plaine High School coaching staff and/or individual evaluators.  Parents are not allowed in the gyms during tryouts.  If a player is absent from the tryouts, they will be allowed to attend an alternate tryout.
		If there are 16-20 players, two traveling/tournament teams will be formed.  Two teams will be formed only if there are two qualified and willing coaches for both teams.  If there are fewer than 16 players, on traveling/tournament team will be formed according to the guidelines listed below for each grade level. Exceptions may be made with the approval of the Belle Plaine Basketball Association Board of Directors.
		Team Guidelines for Fifth and Sixth Grades. There shall be one traveling/tournament team unless the size of the team allows for two teams, which is explained previously.  If there is one team, the team shall consist of ten (10) players, unless numbers dictate otherwise. While playing time may not be equal for all players, it is recommended that all players be allotted meaningful minutes in each game.  Coaches may use discretion when determining appropriate playing time for each player.
		Team Guidelines for Seventh and Eighth Grades. There shall be one tournament team unless the size of the team allows for two teams, which is explained above.  Seventh and eighth-grade coaches are encouraged to play as competitively as possible in all tournaments.  Playing time may not be equal for all players.  Coaches may use discretion when determining appropriate playing time for each player.  The seventh and eighth grade school ball season, as determined by the Belle Plaine School District shall hold precedence over Association tournament team practices and tournaments.  Exceptions may be made with Board of Directors’ approval.
		The Board of Directors shall approve all coaches for Association tournament teams.  Coaches are required to follow the guidelines as listed above.  Coaches are required to be a role model to the players both on and off the court.  Any conduct by a coach that is detrimental to the Association may be punished with suspensions and/or dismissal as determined by the Board of Directors.
		The Belle Plaine Basketball Association Board of Directors sets tournament fees.  The fees are used to offset the costs of tournaments rental of practice facilities, uniforms, and equipment.  All players and parents shall exhibit good sportsmanship at all times, which shall include but is not limited to the following:
· Positive attitude toward all coaches, parents, players, and officials.
· Respectful actions towards all coaches, parents, players, and officials.
· Display of good sportsmanship and teamwork 
	Conduct that is deemed not to follow the above conditions may result in disciplinary action by the coaches and/or the Belle Plaine Basketball Association Board of Directors.
	Section 3: Tournament Limits. With increased opportunities for tournament participation at increased costs, the Board of Directors must limit the total cost/number of away tournaments at each grade level.  Although the Tournament Committee oversees all tournament activities, the Board of Directors shall annually set such limits based upon budget considerations and the Tournament Team Guidelines as written in Section 2.
	The Tournament Committee and Association Treasurer oversee compliance with these limits; however, the Board of Directors may vote to allow additional away tournaments beyond the limits to any boy’s or girls’ team at a regular meeting.  All costs incurred from the additional tournament that exceed the budgeted limits shall be borne by participating players and coaches unless adjusted or waived by the Board of Directors.
	Section 4: Selection of Coaches/Competition.  Generally, coaches are those qualified persons who volunteer to coach a specific team at a certain level.  The Association is pleased to accept volunteer help, and it realizes that both practices and games take a great deal of time.  However, the Association reserves the right to select its coaches at all levels.  If there are two or more qualified people who wish to coach at a specific grade level or tournament, and they cannot mutually agree to share by alternating games or duties, the Association Tournament Committee (which is comprised of the President, the Tournament Director, and two other members of the Board of Directors) shall determine who will coach in such circumstances. All scrimmages, games or tournaments with other non-Association teams must be approved in advance by the Tournament Committee.
	Section 5: Fiscal Year. The Board shall by resolution, establish the fiscal year of the Association.  Fiscal Year will run from May 1st through April 30th.
	Section 6: Amending the By-Laws. These By-Laws may be amended at the annual meeting of the Board of Directors or at a time the Board of Directors deems necessary.  Such amendments shall be introduced according to Article III, Section 9 above.
	We, the undersigned Directors of the Belle Plaine Basketball Association, do with this certify that the previous By-Laws were duly adopted as the By-Laws of said Association on this 1st day of May 2009 and that the same do now constitute the By-Laws of the Association.	
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