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Cubra / Jennings Awards
NIHA families,
With the '25-'26 hockey season ending, we would like to recognize two distinct awards within our NIHA community that are selected and presented annually.
Chuck Cubra Volunteer Award
Chuck Cubra was instrumental in developing an ice hockey program here in Newark. He was involved in the original clinic hosted at the rink, the progression to organized play among teams, and served as a referee. As the program grew, the Newark Ice Hockey Association (NIHA) was formed, and Chuck played an active role in this development, serving on the original board. His contributions and commitment to the Newark hockey program’s successes are why the volunteer award was created in his honor. 
Established in 1997, this award is presented each year to honor the VOLUNTEER within our organization who exemplifies the spirit and passion that makes youth hockey in Newark and the surrounding areas possible.
Don Jennings Coaching Excellence Award
Coach Jennings was the original recipient of this award, and it is given annually to a coach who has exemplified stewardship, integrity, and leadership, both on and off the ice. A coach who has positively impacted players represents NIHA's values and serves as a role model for the youth of our program. 
Both awards are displayed on plaques at the rink. Please take a moment to review the names on each plaque to better understand the magnitude of these awards. 
Nominations
If you would like to nominate an individual for either the Cubra Volunteer Award or the Jennings coaching excellence award, please make a written submission to Carla Smith, explaining why you are nominating this individual. Current Board members are not eligible. Please send your nomination to waverunner1402@gmail.com) by 2/22/26
All nominations will be reviewed by the Board, and all NIHA members will have the opportunity to vote on the nominees. Recipients will be announced on Saturday, 3/21/26, during our 30th Anniversary / end-of-season event!
Thank you for taking the time to recognize those in our organization who go above and beyond to make it a great place for youth hockey. 
Strength Through Community!
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