With the '25-'26 hockey season ending, we would like to recognize two distinct awards within our NIHA community that are selected and presented annually: The Chuck Cubra Volunteer Award and the Don Jennings Coaching Excellence Award.

Chuck Cubra Volunteer Award 

Established in 1997, this award is presented each year to honor a VOLUNTEER within our organization who exemplifies the spirit and passion that makes youth hockey in Newark and the surrounding areas possible.

This year’s recipient has dedicated nearly a decade of service to the NIHA community.  Throughout her tenure, she has been a trusted guide for countless families participating in the hockey program, offering invaluable support and clear direction. Her commitment has made her a cornerstone within the hockey community. Notably, she was instrumental in the transition to the current online application system, which streamlined and improved the registration process for all involved. 
In addition to her work with registration, this individual also played a key role in organizing the annual golf outing, one of NIHA’s largest and most successful annual fundraisers as well as several additional fundraising projects, further contributing to the organization's financial well-being and growth. 
As Registrar, this volunteer was responsible for ensuring the registration and compliance of nearly 400 players and coaches annually. Her attention to detail and dedication to upholding these standards ensured the program's continued excellence. 
Most recently, this person extended her service by serving on the Ohio Scholastic Hockey League board, further demonstrating her ongoing commitment to the sport and its development. 
Her remarkable contributions have been essential to the success and growth of the Newark Ice Hockey Association. We are proud to honor her lifelong commitment and exceptional service as we recognize and honor this year’s Chuck Cubra Volunteer of the Year, Jocelyn Patton.
