Don Jennings Coaching Excellence Award
I have the honor tonight of announcing the Don Jennings Coaching Excellence Award which is presented annually to a coach who embodies stewardship, integrity, and leadership—someone who makes a lasting impact on players both on and off the ice.
This year’s winner epitomizes what it means to be a General - selfless, dedicated, and determined to leave it better than he found it.  His dedication to the NIHA program over the past several years has been truly exceptional. He has not only coached at multiple youth levels, but also took on the role of Hockey Director—going above and beyond in ways that reflect his commitment to the entire organization.
In fact, when he accepted this paid position, he chose to donate his salary back to the association—helping provide additional resources for player development, outside training, and clinics. Actually, he also tried to decline this award when he heard that he’d won.  That speaks volumes about his character and priorities.
His impact can be seen across every level of the program. He attends practices across every age group at least twice a month, offering guidance and support to our players and coaches. He has introduced creative at-home challenges to keep players engaged, and he helped in restructuring the Learn-to-Skate and Hockey Academy programs to better focus on skill development and long-term growth.
This is all in ADDITION to coaching his own Generals team…who incidentally won their league championship this season, along with three of our other teams under his leadership.  AND he has three of his own sons on three separate NIHA teams. 
But beyond wins and accomplishments, what truly sets him apart is the way he connects with players. He invests in them—not just as athletes, but as young people—instilling confidence, discipline, and a genuine love for our game.
This Coach exemplifies everything this award stands for: excellence, integrity, stewardship, and leadership. His impact reaches every corner of our organization, and he gives his time and energy simply for the love of hockey and the players he serves. He has set a tremendously high bar for all those who follow.
Please join me in congratulating our outgoing Hockey Director, Mr. Jeff Laird, on winning this year’s Don Jennings Coaching Excellence Award.

Closing Note:
As a reminder, both awards will be displayed on plaques at the rink. We encourage you to take a moment to look at the names—past and present—and reflect on the legacy of excellence that continues to shape our program.

