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The Spiker Family Interview

1. How long has your family been a part of the NIHA hockey community? Share a favorite hockey memory.  
Evan joined The Generals in 2018 when we moved to the area from Dublin, OH. One of our favorite memories was during Bantam year when we won a tournament at Notre Dame. 

1. If Evan could choose one song to be played every time he walked into a room, what song would he choose and why?   
Pump Up the Jam. He likes this song.  

1. Jeff & Evan, if you shared a time machine, would you travel to the future or back to the past? Where would you choose to go and why? What would you do when you got there?  

If we had a time machine, we’d choose to go back in time. Not to change anything, but to recognize God’s hand in the moments that shaped us. Specifically, we’d return to the day Evan first sat in a flight simulator, a moment that quietly set his dream in motion.  Knowing what we know now, we’d simply pause and give thanks for the opportunities.

1. We understand that Evan and Jeff recently completed their first solo flight together in flight school. Wow, what an impressive accomplishment! Please tell us how you both became interested in flying and what it took (mentally and physically) to achieve this goal. How did you both feel the moment you landed your first solo flight?     
Evan’s interest in flying began when he was 13. His uncle, a Delta pilot, took him to Delta’s training center in Atlanta. There, Evan flew a 757 simulator, which was an experience that planted the seed for his dream of becoming a commercial airline pilot.
As Evan entered his junior year and began researching colleges, Jeff spent significant time studying the best path to a career in flying. That research sparked a realization that even at 50, it wasn’t too late for Jeff to pursue becoming a pilot himself. After months of consideration, Jeff took action and joined Evan on the journey.
Although they started on slightly different paths, the timing aligned so that both were ready for their first solo flight on the same day. It was a moment filled with excitement and nerves. It’s an unforgettable milestone they will always share!

1. Evan and Jeff, if you could choose any movie star to play you in a blockbuster movie about your lives, who would it be?  
Timothy Chalamet for Evan and Matt Damon for Jeff 

1. Evan, what attributes do you most value as a General, and how do you apply or demonstrate those characteristics while on the ice with your team, as well as off the ice among our community? What advice would you give to younger Gens?    
Work ethic is the attribute I value most as a General. On the ice, that means giving full effort every shift and doing the little things that help the team. Off the ice, it’s about showing up, being respectful, and representing the team the right way in our community. My advice to younger Gens is to put effort into everything you do and enjoy the time with your friends, because it goes by fast.
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