By Carey Wasem- 

“We coulda been contenda's.”


I started playing in 1972 when we had The Aberdeen High School Hockey Team, and 4 Bantam teams.  1972 was the first year that there was a program beneath the High School Team.  At that time, there were 5 towns in South Dakota that had hockey programs.  Aberdeen, Huron, Watertown, Brookings, and, believe it or not, Britton.  Britton was a dominant program because of the Wolff brothers who moved from Minnesota. After the Wolff family left, the Britton program slowly dwindled.   

Interestingly, one of the prominent players on the High School Team in the early 70’s was Tom Casanova.  

I played for the High School team for 4 years.  The first year, 1975 - 1976, we were still the Aberdeen High School Hockey Team.  The next year, we were the Aberdeen Brewers, UGHHH!  (There is a story behind that).  The last 2 years, we were the Aberdeen Cougars.  At that time, we were the only Aberdeen team with that name, it was not the official AHA program’s name. 
After that, I was a Player Coach for one year with Head Coach Doug Cartio, then Co-Head Coach with Tom Janusz for a year.

In 1981, I left Aberdeen to pursue hockey in the Twin Cities, and had to keep up with the news through friends and family.  My Father, Jeremy’s Grandfather, Bill Wasem was the treasurer of the association for many years.  I’ll never forget the banquet where he was honored for his years of service.  I didn’t know my dad was a standup comedian.
There are some other good stories.  In 1975 or 1976, the high school team went to Marshall Minnesota to play a couple of games over the weekend.  We got stranded there due to a blizzard, and all sorts of shenanigans occurred, causing the budget of the AHA to be exhausted, and more travel games suspended.  We even got a visit at the hotel from the Sheriff.
We also got chased out of Huron in 1976 or 1977 when several of our players showed up drunk for a game.  Things got out of control on the ice, and several of our players were suspended for the first game of the State Tournament.  Our coach, Pat ?, decided to throw in the towel and not organize the team’s participation in the tournament without letting anyone know.  At the last minute, I was able to call all of the available players, and we showed up with 8 players.  Only 2 on the bench at any one time.  Unfortunately, we lost to Brookings, a much weaker team than us during the season, because our best players were suspended.  That was the strongest team we had in my 4 years.  We coulda been contenda's. 

