The Origin of the Aberdeen Cougars Name

	The name of “The Aberdeen Cougars” was brain-stormed in the summer of 1976 during a season of round-robin table hockey tournaments in a basement on Aberdeen’s north side. Prior to that time, the high school hockey team had the illustrious name of “The Aberdeen High School Hockey Team.” Our colors were white, green and gold, patterned after the Minnesota North Stars. The younger peewee and bantam age teams had individual names for the multiple teams, but there were no combined all-star teams for the intrastate play, therefore no official Aberdeen team name. 
	I met with two of my teammates, senior Kevin MacNamee and junior Tom Janusz, on Friday nights in Kevin’s basement to play table hockey during the long summer months when there was no ice for skating, and it was too late at night to play street hockey. One night Kevin said, “The Aberdeen High School Hockey Team name is lame!  We should come up with a better name.” After several weeks of bantering about names during wrist flicking games of table hockey, the three of us agreed that “The Aberdeen Cougars” was a good name for our team. 
	That December at the first practice of the high school hockey team on the now nonexistent South-side Mog Hockey Rink, coach Pat Teal suggested we come up with a ‘name’ for our team. The door was opened for our summer brain-storming idea. I spoke up and said “We should name our team The Aberdeen Cougars.” Much to my surprise, Tom Janusz said nothing and Kevin MacNamee gave a voice of disapproval. The next player to speak was senior and team jokester Dave Floodeen.  Dave jokingly said “Let’s call ourselves the Brewers.” A majority of teammates agreed to the name, and for the 1976-1977 season, the Aberdeen high school hockey team was named “The Aberdeen Brewers.” 
	I always felt the name “The Aberdeen Brewers” was like bad onions on the breath, and I never let go of the desire to have our team named the Aberdeen Cougars. At the beginning of the 1977-1978 season, I called a team meeting around the net on the West side of the same Mog hockey rink and said “The name of our team should be changed from the Brewers to the Cougars.” My teammates and coach Dave Kartio agreed, and the Aberdeen Cougars name came to be. 
	The next season, 1978-1979 was the first year the Cougars name was printed on our jerseys. The base color of our jerseys was changed from white to green. We wore our name with pride. I personally am honored that the Aberdeen Hockey Association has embraced “The Aberdeen Cougars” as the town’s official hockey name, many years after the three of us, Kevin, Tom and myself brainstormed during the summer months of 1976, when we could not be on the ice to play our favorite game of hockey. 
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