By Dan Goetz: 
Years I played: 1977 - 1987

Coaches:
Mark Smith & Chuck Kirkpatrick 1984-1985
Kerry Mertz, Rick Gehring 1985-1986
Jay Beasley 1986-1987

Early days:
Brandon Herold got me started in hockey in 1977, we would spend all kinds of time playing hockey at Mother Joseph Manner with friends. After the USA won the Gold Medal in 1980 we saw a little bit of an increase in participation and I fell in love with hockey.  Back then we had a "House League" for Squirts and Pee Wees and there were 5 or 6 teams we would play a couple of times a week.  Then they had Try-Outs for the Travel Team and would select 1-12 players back then to play teams from other communities.  We often had practice with parents in their cars with their headlights on when the warming houses were closed.

I think it was 1981 when I was a Bantam that the players were asked to name the team and "Bulldogs" was the chosen name.  Pee Wees then selected the Blades.  I don’t remember when, but a few years later all levels became the Cougars. It was a challenge  in the early years practicing and playing games outdoors because of the weather...some games were bitterly cold and others were extremely warm. 

I don't remember the exact year, 1981 or1982, the Expo building opened, but there was no refrigeration, just an indoor rink. Compressors were installed and concrete poured the Summer of 1984 and Aberdeen was guaranteed ice for the season.  On Saturday, December 15, 1984 my teammates and I took the ice for the first game to ever be played on "artificial ice" in the Expo building.  We lost to Wahpeton ND 7-3, but Aberdeen had entered a new phase in its program. 

This same season, Spring 1985, Aberdeen hosted the State Varsity Hockey Tournament and it was a big event and even had a little controversy.  Huron was the 4-Time defending State Champion and had a 1st round bye on Friday.  On Saturday Huron beat us 12-2 to advance to the Championship game against Sioux Falls on Sunday, afternoon.  After they won on Saturday, they traveled back to Huron and would return Sunday, morning for the game.  However, a major blizzard hit NE South Dakota and they were unable to return to Aberdeen, the American News ran a story that Sioux Falls was awarded the Trophy.  I think we finished with a record of 14-11.

The 1985-1986 Season was memorable one.  We had continued to improve and a lot of the Cougar players were the first generation to have been playing since Squirts, but we just couldn't get over the "Huron" hump.  The State Varsity Tournament was held in Brookings and a new tournament format was implemented. Instead of the standard "Bracket" with Seeds a double elimination tournament would be used.  We opened the tournament on Friday, night against Watertown, a team we had beaten fairly easily 3 times during the season. Watertown scored a couple of late goals and won the game 6-3, with Double Elimination format were not done.  On Saturday, morning we defeated Sioux Falls 8-4, Saturday afternoon we defeated Brookings 6-3 and Saturday, evening we defeated Watertown 9-3.  This put us in the Championship against Huron, but they had not lost, we would have to beat them twice.
On Sunday morning we beat Huron in Game 1, 6-3 and we were extremely excited.  Game 2 was played about an hour later and unfortunately, we ran out of gas and lost 11-5.  We played 6 State Tournament Games in the span 40 hours and beat every team in the state...we really felt that had the best team.

1986-1987 was a historical season.  We had a new coach in Jay Beasley, who had played hockey for the University of Minnesota Duluth and the most knowledgeable Coach we had ever had in Aberdeen.  We had an experienced team with 8 Seniors and 7 Juniors, all who had won multiple State Championships at the Bantam level.  Also new was the fact that we were allowed to play in the North Dakota Junior League, a league of 12 teams, an opportunity to play in 2 State Tournaments and travel to Grand Forks to play on the home ice of the Fighting Sioux.  We also got watch the University of North Dakota which went on to win the National Championship and had the Hobey Baker Award winner in Tony Hrkac and future NHL Hall of Famer Ed Belfour. We went undefeated in ND League play and want the State Tournament played in Williston ND, a long trip! 

In SD League play we finished 2nd behind Sioux Falls who had gone undefeated and beat us 3 times, They also changed the State Tournament Format again to a Round Robin, over 2 weekends and the 2 team that finished with the most points, and based on goals for and goals against, would meet in the State Championship.  We had beaten Brookings the first game on weekend 1 in Huron, we then traveled to Sioux Falls for the final weekend.  We come out ready to go and beat Watertown 13-2 on Friday night and now faced Sioux Falls on their home ice.  We were able to jump on Sioux Falls early and upset the host team 4-2, this guaranteed us a spot in the Championship game no matter how we did against Huron.  We decided to rest most of our varsity players for the last round robin game and Huron defeated us 9-4.  With this result it meant that Aberdeen and Huron would play again in the State Championship game.  We would go on to win 6-3 and win the first State Boys Varsity Championship.  What made it all the more sweeter was that we had won both the ND Junior State Championship and the SD State Championship. 

 After the 1987 State Varsity Tournament Aberdeen hosted the Amateur Hockey Association of the United States (AHAUS), now known as USA Hockey, Northern Plains Regional Tournament.  Participating teams were Aberdeen, Sioux Falls, Brookings, Huron, Willmar MN, Fargo ND, Wahpeton ND and Sauk Centre MN.  We were defeated by Sauk Centre in the 1st round and Sioux Falls defeated Brookings 3-2 to advance to the National Tournament in Buffalo NY.

In 1988 Aberdeen hosted the National Tournament with team from New Hampshire, Colorado, Pennsylvania, South Dakota and others, but I don’t remember much about this tourney. 


