
🥎 Cedar Rapids Blue Devils – Player Expectation Guide
Purpose
This guide outlines the expectations for all players representing our travel softball team. Each athlete is expected to demonstrate respect, commitment, and sportsmanship—on and off the field. Our goal is to develop skilled, confident players who value teamwork, effort, and character as much as performance.

1. Attitude & Effort
· Always give your best effort—in practices, games, and conditioning.
· Arrive ready to learn, listen, and improve every day.
· Maintain a positive attitude regardless of the score or personal performance.
· Support and encourage your teammates; we win and lose as a team.
· Accept feedback and coaching respectfully—your coaches are here to help you grow and to challenge you.

2. Commitment
· Attendance at practices, games, and tournaments is expected. Notify your coach early if you must miss an event.
· Be on time and prepared (gear, uniform, water, mindset).
· Balance school, family, and team responsibilities responsibly.
· Represent the team with pride at all times—your effort reflects on everyone.

3. Sportsmanship
· Respect umpires, opponents, coaches, and teammates.
· Never argue calls or display poor behavior (throwing equipment, taunting, etc.).
· Win with humility, lose with grace.
· Always thank opponents and officials after the game.

4. Team Culture
· Put the team first—we value unity over individual stats.
· Celebrate each other’s successes.
· Communicate openly and honestly—no gossip, negativity, or disrespect.
· Support every teammate, whether on the field or cheering from the dugout.

5. Game & Practice Conduct
· Hustle at all times—on and off the field.
· Know your role and stay engaged, even when not playing.
· Keep equipment organized and dugout clean.
· Listen during instruction; respect the focus of drills and huddles.

6. Personal Responsibility
· Care for and carry your own equipment – it is not your parent’s responsibility to carry it for you.
· Stay hydrated, eat well, and rest to perform your best.
· Maintain good grades and character outside of softball—how you conduct yourself matters.
· Own your mistakes and celebrate your progress.

7. Communication
· Players should communicate directly with coaches about questions or concerns whenever possible.
· Parents should allow players to advocate for themselves—it builds maturity and accountability.
· Keep team discussions respectful and solution-focused.

8. Representing the Team
· Whether in uniform or spirit wear, remember: you represent your teammates, coaches, and families.
· Use social media responsibly; never post anything negative about the team, coaches, or opponents.
· Be a role model for younger athletes.

Acknowledgment
All players and parents are expected to review this guide together and sign below to acknowledge understanding and agreement.
Player Signature: ___________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________
Date: ___________________________
Coach Signature: ___________________________

