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Overview
• What are Power Rankings? And why use them? 

• Rank teams based on results for games 
throughout the season

• Rankings can account for unbalanced 
schedules played by teams (hard schedule 
doesn’t hurt you like it would in a points-
based system)

• How are they used by WSLA? 

• Fill out playoff bracket (in addition to 
conference winners)

• Playoff seeding

• Inform schedule for following season



Power Rankings



How it Works…

• Expected vs. actual results 
• Power rankings work by calculating

the “expected results” between two 
teams and comparing them with 
the actual results. 

• Rankings try to minimize the “error” between these two values 
for all games across the entire season. 

• Example: ISD vs. Seattle Prep
• Actual result: ISD won 14-10 (4 goal difference)

• Expected: 
• Power rankings: ISD “should” score 52% of goals in the game

• Expected score: ISD wins 12.6 to 11.4 

• Conclusion: ISD did slightly better than expected (although similar!)



Another Example…

• Example: Lake Samm vs. Eastlake
• Actual result: Eastlake won 15-2

(13 goal difference)

• Expected: 
• Power rankings: Lake Samm “should” score 52% of goals in the game

• Expected score: Lake Samm “should” win 8.8-8.2 (< 1 goal difference)

• Conclusion: Eastlake did MUCH better than expected – high level of 
error.



End of Season Review

Predicted 
Difference

Actual 
Difference

Team 2 
ScoreTeam 2

Team 1 
ScoreTEAM 1Date

11.3137Puyallup20Seattle Academy5/8/2023

3.9710Bainbridge Island17Woodinville5/8/2023

10.6171Spokane Stealth18Mercer Island5/8/2023

3.496SnoLax15ISD5/8/2023

2.6125Lakeside17Seattle Prep5/9/2023

1.1110Peninsula SD11Eastlake5/9/2023

4.087Mount Si15Roosevelt5/9/2023

2.1213Eastside Catholic15Lake Samm5/9/2023

6.7182Eastlake20Mercer Island5/11/2023

1.019Lake Samm10ISD5/11/2023

-3.4-311Seattle Academy8Seattle Prep5/12/2023

1.0312Woodinville15Roosevelt5/12/2023

-3.7-1118Seattle Academy7ISD5/16/2023

2.5-17Roosevelt6Mercer Island5/16/2023

-2.9-917Seattle Academy8Roosevelt5/19/2023
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Supplemental Slides



Power Rankings –
End of 2023 
Regular Season



Power Rankings –
End of 2023 
Season
(including playoffs)


