Policy for Playing with Your Grade Level in Jamestown Area Youth Baseball
Purpose
This policy provides athletes born between May 1st and July 31st the opportunity to participate at a level consistent with their academic grade, as determined by Babe Ruth Baseball guidelines.
Eligibility
1. Athletes born between May 1st and July 31st are eligible to "play up" to the age division that aligns with their academic grade level.
2. This policy applies to all travel teams within Jamestown Area Youth Baseball.
Procedure
1. Request to Play Up
· Parents or guardians of eligible athletes must submit a written request to the Jamestown Area Youth Baseball board 45 days prior to tryouts/team organization.
· The request should include the athlete’s birthdate, current academic grade, and preferred age division.
2. Evaluation
· The coaching and registration committees reserve the right to review each request to ensure that playing up is in the best interest of the athlete and the program. These subcommittees would make a recommendation to the board for approval or denial. 
· Evaluations may include skill assessments conducted by league coaches or coordinators to confirm the athlete's readiness for the higher division.
3. Approval
· The board will notify the parent or guardian in writing of the approval or denial of the request within 30 days of submission.
· Approved athletes will be placed in the requested age division and will not be eligible to switch divisions mid-season unless otherwise approved by the board.
Conditions
· Athletes approved to play up to their grade level must adhere to all rules and guidelines of the assigned age division.
· This policy is not intended to allow athletes to play down or bypass age-appropriate divisions, except as outlined herein.



Progression and Requests to Return to a Prior Age Group
· Once approved to "play up," the athlete will remain with the approved age group as they progress through the JAYBAL age divisions.
· Players should only move up with the intent to remain with the older age group going forward, however the evaluation committee reserves the right to make changes.
· If an athlete wishes to return to their prior age group, parents or guardians must submit a new written request to the Jamestown Area Youth Baseball board.
· The request will follow the same review and evaluation process outlined in this policy.

JAYBAL reserves the right to change this policy and it will be reviewed on an annual basis

Review and Updates
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Jamestown Area Youth Baseball board to ensure alignment with Babe Ruth Baseball standards and league needs.
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